
 

 

9:00 CONNECTION   

is an informal service which includes a  
Bible-based message. The casual  
atmosphere and contemporary praise and 
worship music will broaden your  
definition of worship. 
 
11:00 TRADITIONAL SERVICE  

includes choir anthems, hymns, and a  
traditional sermon. 
 
WEEKLY WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP 

Children’s Choir 5:45pm 
Dinner at 6:15pm 
Programs for all ages at 7:05pm 
 

THURSDAY MORNING PRAYER BREAKFAST meets at 

7:00 in the dining room of the FLC each week.  
All are invited to join in this time of prayer, 
biscuits, coffee, and fellowship. 

Check our website for updates at 
www.bethesdaumc.org 

 
Like us on Facebook 

Bethesda UMC  
 

Follow us on Instagram  
Bethesda.umc 

December2016 The Mission of Bethesda United             

Methodist Church 

By God’s grace, to make disciples of        

Jesus Christ through a loving community 

of faith and service. 

Love. Love. Listen. Serve. 

THE BETHESDA UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH CHOIR 

 Presents 

    “Night of the Father’s Love” 

 Created by Pepper Choplin 

Sunday, December 18, 2016 

10:30 AM 

The night of the Father’s love… 

the night the ancient prophecies were fulfilled; 

the night of the angelic announcement of the birth as the star 
shone brightly above, leading others to witness this incredible 
gift of love from God in human form—Jesus, the babe. 

Come join the choir in celebration of the beautiful Christmas 
story that began long ago in the very heart of God. “Night of the 
Father’s Love” is a Christmas Musical Celebration of the awe 
and mystery of God with Us. Come celebrate the birth of our 
Savior who came to earth to bring God’s wondrous love and to 
lay down his life for His people. God’s heavenly plan to come to 
earth was the turning point for all humankind. Only in Him do 
we find perfect peace. Only in Him do we find perfect love. Only 
in Him do we find who we truly are. Ever since that Holy night in 
Bethlehem, the world has never been the same. Come share 
with us the glorious Christmas story and find the same truth the 
shepherds found on that night in Bethlehem long ago.  When 
we truly seek the King of Kings, nothing will ever be the same 
again. 

******************************************* 
December 18, 2016 

Sunday School at 9:30am 

One Worship at 10:30am 

Church Wide meal following service—Church provides meat, 

bread and drink. Please bring a side dish to share. 



 

I wonder if baking a fruitcake would be considered a legitimate Advent preparation?  I’m pretty sure  
that cooking such a cake doesn’t cue the angels to prepare to sing, but the baking of the fruitcake  
was one of the first priorities of getting things ready for Christmas in my childhood home.   
 
My mother had a deep and abiding love of fruitcakes.  I think that it had something to do with her  
love of coffee.  She would take a piece of fruitcake and a cup of coffee and linger over that seasonal  
treat like it was the last food that she would ever eat.  She loved just about any kind of fruitcake  
Whether homemade or store-bought.  She thought that the Claxton, Georgia, fruitcakes were so  
especially wonderful that they became gifts to many friends on her Christmas list.     
 
Even though she enjoyed store-bought fruit cakes, Mother felt compelled each year to bake the ultimate fruitcake.  For 
this experience there could not be enough preparation.  She would spend countless hours with coffee cup in hand 
pouring over cookbooks examining and critiquing different recipes until she felt that just the right one had been found.  
After discovering the perfect recipe, Mother would lovingly and tirelessly hunt for the very best ingredients. All of this 
effort took a great deal of time and energy, but Mother did it year after year with the hopes that her fruitcake would be 
the best fruitcake ever.   
 
You might ask why she looked for new recipes each year.  You might ask why she would spend so much time with all of 
her friends at school and at church asking for their opinions about which recipe worked the best for them.  You might 
wonder why she spent so much time gathering only the finest ingredients for her cake.    
 
The answer, sadly enough, was that Mother’s success in baking a fruitcake was rather dismal.  She certainly put all of 
the right efforts into the baking.  But year after year, the cakes never turned out quite right.   
 
You might think that if you put enough fresh nuts and enough candied fruit of high quality into a cake batter that it 
would have to bake up into something that at least resembled a fruitcake.  But, alas, my mother’s fruitcake always    
resembled a big brown boulder.   
 
One year, Mother decided that she had finally found the best foolproof recipe.  She carefully calculated the necessary                  
ingredients and then made her pilgrimage to the candied fruit shrine of preparation, Cash & Carry of Greenville.  There 
on the old wooden floors in the vastness of what was indeed the very first supermarket of the area, Mother would go 
to the converted meat counter and stand with an empty buggy and a long list.  She would carefully examine this year’s 
harvest of candied fruit that looked like something from the Land of Oz.  The glass counters contained wonders from 
the candied fruit trees of some far away very colorful land where the fruit grew covered in thick layers of beautifully 
crystallized sugar.     
 
Every imaginable color and flavor was artfully displayed there in the massive counters underneath white glowing lights.  
Mother would examine the fruit carefully and then ask for a sample before buying just the right quantity according to 
her list.    
 
The selected fruits would be scooped up by a man in a white uniform and a white cap who looked like he had just          
arrived from the land of the candied fruit trees.  After being weighed on large hanging scales, these mystical treasures 
would be neatly wrapped in white paper and gently placed in her buggy.  By the end of the time at the counter,                
Mother’s buggy looked like she had purchased a side of beef, one small white package at a time.    
 
Mother mixed and baked with confidence because she knew that she had finally figured out exactly what the problems 
of the past had been.  She was so sure that this year’s cake would be the very best, that she decided to bake a triple 
batch.   
 
She was going to have enough fruitcake to feed a large percentage of the fruitcake eating population of Marietta, but 
she was sure that it would be the best one ever.   

                                   -Continued 



Advent Devotional  

The Family Ministries Committee has put together an Advent Devotional to help us prepare 

our hearts for this Christmas season. Devotions were written by the congregation. You can 

sign up to receive the daily devotion through email by contacting Nicole Kulick at                     

kulicknn@gmail.com or 864-979-1341 or you may pick up a printed copy in the Narthex.  

How terribly disappointing it must have been for her that this fruitcake turned out like so many had before.  A big 
brown boulder.  To add to the disaster this year, the brownness went all of the way through.  This year the brownness 
was more like burntness, and in great dismay, Mother realized that in tripling the recipe, she had somehow managed 
to overcook the entire heap.   
 
In great haste, she consulted all of her favorite cookbooks for a solution.  The obvious solution of throwing the cake out and 
starting over was just not thinkable since the cake had the expensive, carefully selected nuts and fruits.  A more practical 
solution had to be found.   
 
The only thing that came close to a solution was the fact that some of the recipe books stated that for extra moistness the 
cake could be sprinkled with rum.  Since we were a family who had never had any alcoholic beverages on the premises, 
Mother decided that if rum might work, then orange juice might just do the trick as well.   
 
I can still remember seeing my mother taking the gigantic deeply brown boulder and wrapping it carefully in clean                        
cheesecloth and then generously pouring orange juice over the whole thing. We all thought that it was the funniest thing in 
the world, but we kept our snickers to ourselves.   
 
Mother reasoned that like a fine wine, the cake needed to age for a while.  For that reason, the big brown boulder                           
mummified orange juice covered thing was taken to the basement and put on a high shelf above the freezer.   
 
Beyond the explanations of the natural laws of the universe, the cake did not soften or even turn to a lighter shade of brown.  
All that happened to the cake was that it gained an alarmingly bitter taste of orange juice.  Mother decided that it would do, 
at least for us, and so proclaimed that the fruitcake preparations had been accomplished for the season, and since we had 
more fruitcake than in years past, she would not be doing any more holiday baking.   
 
Now as bad as her fruitcakes were, Mother could indeed make some wonderful pies, chocolate cakes, and cookies.  Our      
family was not at all shy about eating sweets, and the holiday sweets were among some of the best.  But the big brown  
boulder orange fruitcake was all that was offered.   
 
The troubling thing was that no one would eat of the thing that lived on the shelf in the basement, and since it seemed to be 
growing down there, mother was not baking.   
 
One day, my twin brother, Don, came up with a daring plan to end the baking standoff.  Without consulting anyone, he took 
the fruitcake from its haven on the high shelf in the basement and buried it in the woods behind our house.  You would think 
that Mother might have gotten rather upset about that turn of events, but with the cake missing from the basement, she 
didn’t ask questions and rather happily decided that it was time to bake some of her really great butter cookies.   
 
I pray that all of our careful preparations for Advent and Christmas go extremely well and that you don’t have to bury your 
fruitcake.  I hope that your preparations also include a time for the wonderfully rich spiritual journey that awaits us as we 
celebrate the birth of our King!    
 

   God Bless, 
    Dan   



 

As the holidays approach, I hope to see your students at our lessons and events! I love the season of Advent- getting ready for the 
birth of our Savior and drawing near to God and to each other as we celebrate the Christ child!                                                                            

I pray this holiday season is full of peace and love for your families! 

 

December 1st: Winter Retreat Balance DUE! Contact Jana if you’re not sure what you owe! 

December 4th: Youth 5:30-7pm, Youth Praise Band practice from 7-8:30pm 

December 7th: WNF 6:15-7:45pm (Journey to Bethlehem Lesson) 
December 11th: Mandatory Winter Retreat Meeting for those signed up to attend in Parlor from 4-5pm; Youth Praise Band leads         
worship at 9am Connection Service; Children’s Cantata Program @ 6pm followed by Social- youth should volunteer to help and              
support our kids! 

December 14th: WNF Christmas Lesson and Party with supper 6:15-7:45pm 

December 15th: Winter Retreat $15 T-shirt money due to Jana; Jana Graduates with her Masters from Clemson! Go Tigers! 

December 16th-December 24th morning: Jana on Cruise 

December 18th: One Worship service at 10:30am—Sunday School at 9:30am—No Evening Programs- Christmas Break 

December 21st: NO WNF- Christmas Break 

December 24th: Christmas Eve Services at 5:00pm and 6:30pm 

December 25th: One Worship service at 10:30am- no Sunday School, no evening programs 

December 26th-December 30th: Santahatchie Mission Week for ages 14 and up! Contact Jana for more info about signing up! 

December 28th: NO WNF- Christmas Break 

December 30th: Winter Break Lock-In @ BUMC- 9pm until 8am on 12/31 (Cost is $5 which goes towards lock-in activities) 

January 1st: No Youth- Christmas Break 

 
 

Blessed to Share the Journey- 
Jana Clack 

Director of Student Ministries 
Bethesda UMC- Powdersville 

(864)-269-1139 (work) 
 janaclack@bethesdaumc.org 

mailto:janaclack@bethesdaumc.org


 

 
Acolyte Program To acolyte, is one of the first acts of service for children to serve God in the church.  

 
If you have a child/youth in 2nd through 6th grade, please encourage them to participate in our Acolyte                

Ministry.  For more information please call Linda Thompson at 864-295-8510. 
 

 

Bethesda’s Nursery Ministry—The Sprouts Nursery:   

Calling our Bethesda Family to serve the Lord through our Sprouts Nursery Ministry! As our 
church family grows, our nursery needs do as well. The Sprouts Nursery Ministry provides 

our precious little ones with a foundation of love for Christ.   
 

Please consider giving your time during the 9:00 or 11:00 service or the 10:00 Sunday School hour. 
 Contact Dr. Andrea Wininger Hood, Bethesda’s Nursery Coordinator, to serve our children in the nursery                               

at (864)561-5762 or anwmed@yahoo.com 
 

 
Here in the Grove we love the season of Advent! I hope that you enjoy each activity you participate in this year with your 

family and friends and pray this holiday season brings you more love and peace than ever before!                                                    
I can’t wait to see your kids this month! 

 

December 3rd: Possible Children’s Choir Practice at 10am- contact Heather Turner for final practice schedule! 

December 4th: Worship Through Dance final practice before 12/11 performance from 4:30-5:30pm in sanctuary!, God’s 
Knights lesson and supper with Jessica Davis! Come learn about the very first Christmas from 5:30-7pm if your child is                      
in 3rd-5th grade! 

December 7th: Children’s Choir Practice from 5:45pm-6:15pm in sanctuary, WNF 6:15-7:45pm (Advent Season Lesson) 

December 11th: Worship Through Dance dances at both services (9am and 11am), Children’s Cantata Program @ 6pm             
followed by Social 

December 14th: WNF Christmas Lesson and Party with supper 6:15-7:45pm 

December 15th: Jana Graduates with her Masters from Clemson! Go Tigers! 

December 16th-December 24th morning: Jana on Cruise 

December 21st: NO WNF- Christmas Break 

December 24th: Christmas Eve Services: Live Nativity at 5:00pm service only, 6:30pm service 

December 25th: One Worship service at 10:30am- no Sunday School, no evening programs 

December 28th: NO WNF- Christmas Break 

January 1st: No God’s Knights- Christmas Break 

 

Blessed to Share the Journey- 
Jana Clack—Director of Student Ministries 

(864)-269-1139 (work) or janaclack@bethesdaumc.org 

 

mailto:anwmed@yahoo.com
mailto:janaclack@bethesdaumc.org


 

                                                              Creation Care Ministry 

We all know that the drought in SC is continuing and not expected to get any better 
until the end of this year.  

 
www.wateruseitwisely.com is a website that gives 100 ideas for conserving water. 

There is a video on that website called “The Home Water Challenge.”  
 

Watch it with your family and then reward the kids for every water-saving tip they use 
routinely. Become “leak detectives” to find small leaks that can actually waste gallons of water per 

week. Make a family game out of caring for God’s beautiful creation. 

Get the Word out!  
Just a reminder of the different ways to help you spread the word about upcoming events at BUMC! 

Announcements in the Weekly Bulletin: Deadline Tuesday @ 1pm 

Announcements for the Monthly Newsletter: Deadline the 20th of each month 

You may email your announcements to Marie Mitchell at mariem@bethesdaumc.org or  

drop them off by the office. 
 

Like us on Facebook @ Bethesda UMC / Follow us on Instagram @ Bethesda.umc 
 

*Be sure to review the bulletin board outside of Jana & Charla’s office for  

weekly information and prayer requests. 
 

If you would like to receive updates through email, contact Charla at charlab@bethesdaumc.org 

Health Ministry Updates 
The Health Committee gives a big “Thank You” to everyone who came to the blood drive. We were able to 
collect 34 units this time. If you are a blood donor and have signed up for the Blood Connection Rewards            

program, please be sure to check your account balance. You may have gift cards waiting for you? 
 

December is Safe Toys and Gifts month. As you start your Christmas shopping, be sure to stop by the by the 
Health Bulletin Board in the entry of the Family Life Center to check out the tips for buying safe toys and gifts 

for children. Just because it is “seen on TV” does not necessarily mean it is safe for all ages.  

12/7 – Meal: Tropical Grille (includes a salad bar and 
fresh fruit) - Bring your favorite dessert to share! 
Children Program: A is for Advent 
Youth Program: A Social Media Christmas 
Adult Program: Chrismon Tree  
 
 

12/14 – Meal: Potluck Dinner 
Children Program: A is for Advent 
Youth Program: A Social Media Christmas 
Adult Program: Christmas Lesson  
 
 

Wednesday Night Fellowship—All are welcome! 
Join us in the FLC at 6:15pm for a meal & relaxed fellowship. Programs for all ages begin at 7:05pm! 

**December 14th will be the last WNF for the year, and will resume in January 2017!  

http://www.wateruseitwisely.com/


 

 

 

 

 

The United Methodist Women invite all the ladies of 
the church to join a circle! The purpose of the UMW is to 

help women develop spiritually, to experience                    
supportive  fellowship with  other women and to                
engage in mission to women, children and youth 

around the world. We look forward                                             
to seeing YOU soon! 

 
The Suzanna Wesley Circle meets on the second             

Tuesday of each month at 10AM in the parlor. We will 
meet on Tuesday, December 13th.  

 
The Mary-Martha Evening Circle meets on the third     
Monday of each month at 7 PM in the parlor. We will 

meet on Monday, December 19th.  

Transportation Ministry  
Need a ride? Call the Transportation Team.  

The Health Ministries Committee will assist with trans-
portation for our sick or elderly members. If you need a 
ride to a medical appointment, to the drug store, etc.  

 
 Contact Jackie Goforth at 864-350-0607.  Please give 

us as much notice as possible to contact our volunteers 
and arrange your ride. 

                                                           
The Christian Learning Center (CLC) is selling 2017 calendars for their fundraiser. The calendars cost                

$10/each  or 2 for $15.00. Each month features a beautiful  picture with scripture references and large open 

block spaces to write in your notes/appointments. To view or purchase the calendar, you can stop by the 

BUMC office . 
 

The mission of Christian Learning Centers of the Upstate Inc. is to transform the moral character of the students in our public 

schools by introducing them to Jesus Christ and teaching them sound Biblical truth. 
 

“This year there have been 7 students who have accepted Christ as their Lord and Savior and 30 who have rededicated their 

commitments so far this year.  When we hear this report, we see clearly what God is using our classes to accomplish for His 

kingdom in Anderson County.”  
 

Thank you for your prayers and support! 

 

The United Methodist Men will 

meet Monday,  

December 5th at 7:00pm. 
 

 Thank you to Sammy Tucker and all the Methodist 
men that helped with the UMM Fish Fry! Thank 

you to Sandra McNeill and  
Patti Seymore for the delicious baked goods.   

 
We had 50 folks at the meeting with several first 

time attendees!   

Visitation Ministry of Music 

Jan and David Bryant are starting a free music ministry 
for shut-ins. This would not be a performance ministry 
like Level Ground but an informal visitation fellowship 

of gospel or other older folk music.   
 

They are willing to visit in nursing facilities and people's 
homes.  If you have someone that  you think 

would like a visit, please contact Jan at            
864-313-1713,  David at 864-380-9193 or  

by email bryant5329@att.net. 

Ladies Morning Bible Study:  

G.I.F.T. (Growing in Faith Together)  
 

Meet weekly on Wednesdays from 10am – 12pm 

in the Berean Sunday School class.                              

This is a multi-week study.  
 

We will meet on December 7th and 14th,  

and will resume in January 2017! 
 

For more information contact Margaret 

Baker at  864-269-7313 (leave mes-

sage and your call back number) or 

email mcb5274@gmail.com.  

Ladies Evening Bible Study resuming 

soon! Classes start Thursday,            

January 12, 2017. More information 

coming soon!  

mailto:bryant5329@att.net


December Birthdays 
1– Scott Ebert, Wilton Raad 

2– Hanne Massie  

3– Frank Baker, Penelope Wesley 

4– Danny Evans, John David Fulton, Briana Hester 

5– Mary Jo King 

7– Mike Faulkner, Jean James 

8– Sherry Moore  

9– Robin Johnson 

10– Tommy Rogers 

12– Marie Mitchell, Bob Nisbet 

13– Megan Bryant. Chris Reller 

17– Hannah Holcombe, David Spoon 

18– Lynn Hicks, Michael Walls 

19–John Bradley, Sherie Burdett, Susan Phillips  

20–Prissy Holcombe 

22–Kevin Clarey, David Sudbeck, Sue Stout 

23–Tracy Davis 

24–Caroline Walls 

25–Francis Brooks, Lee Lester Jr 

27–Kaycie Richardson, Doris Tucker 

28–Kelly Rogers 

29–Jan Anderson. Jimmy McGarity, Sam Stanfield 

30–TR Sloan Jr, Scott Wood 

31–Robin Creel  

Prayer Requests 
Members: Pete Elrod, Don Lowery, Bobbie Moore, Rita Scott, Vicky Teasley, Connie Turman, Cameron Clark 

Extended Family and Friends of Bethesda Members: Caroline Shelton (Granddaughter of Rev. Cy Rogers), Madelynn 

Todd (Granddaughter of Trudy Bales), Faye Adams (Mother of Vickie West), Brody  Little (Great Nephew of Penny Wesley), 

Joy Burton (Friend of Ann Simons), James Peach (Nephew of George & Jackie Goforth), Marvin Hood (Friend of Ruby 

Drake), Lettie Beck (Sister of  Betty Terry), Greg Clanton (Friend of Randy and Charlotte Calhoun), Connie Holla (Niece of 

Tim Slicker), Deborah Burch (Daughter-in-law of Rita Burch), Shari Holbrooke (Niece of Rita Burch), Judy Outlaw and her 

mother, Evelyn Byars (Judy is a colleague of Chris Manley and Nick Kulick), Jeremy Lockaby (Son of Linda R. Thompson), 

Holly (Niece of Phillip Davis), Jerry Porter (Father of Kelly Johnson), Bethel Kelley (Mother of Carolyn Hughes), Katie 

Cowart Vaughn (Friend of Linda Thompson), Jo Dill (Co-worker of Sherry Drake), Carol Kreech (Sister of Lisa Seffrin),  

Christi Gibson (Former Secretary), Barbara Hudson (Grandmother of Jonathan Powell), Ronnie Bales (Brother of Dick 

Bales), Barbara Branham (Grandmother of Randy Clack), Chuck Spearman (Friend of Mike Hendricks), Libba Shelton 

(Friend of Linda R Thompson), April McDonald (Friend of  Sandra Andersen), Stephen Wilson (Brother of Sandra Ander-

sen), Tammie Shupe (Daughter of Rachel Shupe), Henry Reber (Brother of Renee Clark) 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

Gary Manley, Effie Evans, Ann Nicholson, Cindy Gibson, Rachel Merritt, Hilda Dragos, Louise Gilstrap, Russ Elrod, Bernice 

Roper, Don Lowery, Ron Wilson, David Bryant, Frances Brooks, Betty Cloninger, Ron Nicholson, Libby Elrod, Johnny       

Enloe, Phil Stout, Imogene Gambrell, Chris Reller, Tim Slicker 

Our Nation, Our President, and Our Military; Friends and Family in harm’s way. 

*Please note, prayer requests will run for 4 weeks. You may update or extend requests at any time by calling the office                     

or contacting Charla Bloomer at charlab@bethesdaumc.org. 

Congregational Sympathy is expressed  
 

To the family of Sylvia Howard in the passing of her father, Miles Richard Fuler. 
 

To the family of Woody Brabham in the passing of his cousin, Jim Brabham. 
 

To the family of Kirsty Enloe in the passing of her grandfather, Leo Lawrence Dobbs. 

Congratulations to Chris, Ashley, Lydia and William Manley on the arrival of                        

Emily Elizabeth born on November 28, 2016. 



 

ALTAR FLOWER OFFERINGS FOR 2016 and 2017 

Thank you to all who have sponsored flowers this year!   
 

 

And it’s time to look towards sponsoring in 2017!  Please be in touch to reserve special dates for 
2017. Flower offerings are a great way to honor birthdays, important anniversaries or milestones. 

 

The price for both arrangements is $70.00. It is also ok to share the week’s offering and sign up for just one 
of the two weekly arrangements for $35.00. The arrangements are yours to keep after the service or we can 

take them to shut-ins. 
 

Please contact Lori Raad at 864-640-3626 or email  lori@somethingelse.com 

Bethesda UMC offers online giving!  
 Anyone can set up an account or give without 

an account using the link on our website at 

www.bethesdaumc.org.  The link is 

located at the bottom of the web 

page and says, “Give Online”. 

Thank you for your support! 

Monthly (Nov) General Offering  $51,946.57 

General Offerings Year to Date  $562,791.11 

Building Fund Year to Date $22,992.50 

HVAC Year to Date $10,333.02 

2016 Church Budget $696,333.04 

Stewardship Report Through November 27, 2016 

Memorials Given to Bethesda UMC 

In Memory of Polly Surratt 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Cook 

 
In Memory of Cindy Allen 

Mr. and Mrs. Donnie Thompson 
 

In Honor of Vickie Teasley 
The Fellowship Class 

Christmas Love Offering for Staff 

The SPRC is collecting a love offering for our staff 

members to show our appreciation for their love and 

dedication to Bethesda over the past 12 months.   

If you would like to donate, please  write "Staff             

Christmas" on your envelope.  We will be 

collecting the donations and will  present 

the gifts to the staff at  Christmas.   

Thank you for your support! 

Christmas Card Boxes 

The UMW Suzanna Wesley Circle are sponsoring the Christmas Card Boxes. One will be located in the         

narthex and one located in the entrance to the gym. 

You may send a Christmas card to members of the church for only .10 each.  

Please place money in the stocking. 

Be sure to check the box  and take your cards each Sunday.  

tel:864-640-3626
mailto:lori@somethingelse.com


 

December 11, 2016—Third Sunday of Advent 

December 4, 2016—Holy Communion  
Second Sunday of Advent 

December 18, 2016—Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Usher Receivers — Team One 

Connection Service Babies — Laura Sudbeck & Jessica Davis 

Connection Service Children — Ron & Kristen Wilson 

Sunday School Babies & Children— Kristan Stoneman & Jessica Davis 

Traditional Service Babies & Children — Charlotte Tucker & Jessica Davis  
 

The flowers are placed in the sanctuary to the Glory of God                                               

in memory of Gail Carruthers by Joan and Bob Nesbit                                                   

and in honor of Bob’s birthday by Joan Nesbit. 

Connection Worship ……………..….…….…..9:00am 

Sunday School…………………….….…...…10:00am 

Traditional Worship …………….…...……..11:00am 
Worship Through Dance………………...…4:30-5:30pm 

God’s Knights Dinner/Lesson.….…...……..5:30-7:00pm 

Youth Dinner/Lesson…………….….…..…5:30-7:00pm 
Choir Rehearsal .……………………....…5:30-6:30pm 

Adult Christmas Choir Rehearsal .......……6:30-7:30pm 

Youth Praise Band Practice…………....…7:00-8:30pm 
 

Scripture: Mathew 3:1-12 

Sermon: Locusts & Wild Honey 

Usher Receivers — Team One 

Sunday School Babies & Children — Katie Perry & Jessica Davis 

ONE Worship Service Babies — Dawn & Jonathan Powell 

ONE Worship Service Children — Kim Davis & Jessica Davis 
 

The flowers are placed in the sanctuary to the Glory of God in loving memory               
of Gail Carruthers by Joyce Carruthers. 

 
 

 

Usher Receivers — Team One 

Connection Service Babies — Volunteer & Jessica Davis  

Connection Service Children — Lisa Hendrix & Susan Smith 

Sunday School Babies & Children— Ashlyn Smith & Jessica Davis  

Traditional Service Babies & Children — Nancy Brooks & Jessica Davis  
 

The flowers are placed in the sanctuary to the Glory of God and in memory of 

Cassar & Helen Cook and Jack & Wilma Groce by Dennis and Linda Cook. 

Sunday School…………………….….…...…9:30am 
ONE Worship …………………….…...……..10:30am 

Board of Trustees ………………….…...……..3:00pm 

 
*Blood Pressure Checks in the Health Ministries Office 

following service. 

 
Adult Christmas Cantata 

Church-wide meal following Service 

Connection Worship ……………..….….…..9:00am 
Sunday School ……….…….…….….…...…10:00am 

Traditional Worship …………….…...……..11:00am 

Youth Winter Retreat Meeting…….…...……..4:00pm 
Children’s Cantata .….….….…..…...…..……..6:00pm 

Children’s Christmas Social……..…following Cantata 

 
Scripture: Matthew 11:2-11 

Sermon: “Should we look for another?” 

Preparing Our Hearts to Serve on Sundays in December 

December 25, 2016-—Christmas Day 

Sunday School………………….…...…No Sunday School 

ONE Worship …………………….…...……..10:30am 

 
Scripture: John 1:1-14 

Sermon: His Home with Us 

 

Usher Receivers — Team One 

Sunday School Babies & Children — No Sunday School 

ONE Worship Service Babies & Children — No Nursery 

 
 

The flowers are placed in the sanctuary to the Glory of God in loving 

memory of Witlon Maurice Evans by Jane Jones.                              



December 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Iron Men Bible 

Study 6am 
 

Prayer Breakfast 
7am 

2 3 
Gym Reserved                
8:30-9:30am 

 
Gym Reserved                

10:30-12:30 

4 
Holy Communion 

 
Worship Through 

Dance  4:30pm 
 

God’s Knights    
Dinner/Lesson  

5:30-7pm 
 

Youth Dinner /  
Lesson  5:30-7pm 

 
Choir Rehearsal 

5:30pm 
 

Adult Christmas 
Choir 6:30pm 

 
Youth Praise Band 

7pm 

5 
Leisure Group trip 

to The Cove 
 

UMM 7pm 

6 
Powdersville Garden 

Club 10am 
 

Gym Reserved                
6-9pm 

7 
The G.I.F.T.       
10am-12pm 

 

WNF 6:15pm 

8 
Iron Men Bible 

Study 6am 
 

Prayer Breakfast 
7am 

 
Gym Reserved                

6-9pm 

9 10 

11 
Dining Room          

Reserved 9:30am 
 

Youth Winter     
Retreat Meeting 

4pm (Parlor) 
 

Children Christmas 
Cantata 6pm 

(Social following) 
 

 

12 
Forever Young 12pm 

 
GS Troop 2900 6pm 

(Dining Room) 

13 
UMW Suzanna    

Wesley Circle 10am 
 

Finance Committee 
6pm 

 
Board of Stewards 

7pm  
 

Gym Reserved                
6-9pm 

14 
The G.I.F.T.       
10am-12pm 

 

WNF 6:15pm 

 

15 
Iron Men Bible 

Study 6am 
 

Prayer Breakfast 
7am 

 

Adult Christmas 
Choir  Dress              

Rehearsal 6:30pm 

16 17 

18 
ONE Worship—                    

Sunday School 9:30 
Worship 10:30 
Meal following  

 
Adult Christmas 
Cantata 10:30am 

 
Board of Trustees 

3pm  

19 
UMW Mary-Martha 
Evening Circle 7pm 

20 
Gym Reserved                

6-9pm 

21 22 
Iron Men Bible 

Study 6am 
 

Prayer Breakfast 
7am 

23 24 
Christmas Eve          

Services 
   5pm & 6:30pm 

25 
ONE Worship—                    
Worship 10:30 

 

26 
Office Closed 

27 28 
 

29 
Prayer Breakfast 

7am 
 

Gym Reserved                
6-9pm 

30 
Youth Lock-In 

31 
Gym Reserved                

9-12am 

Santahatchie Mission Week Dec. 26-30th 



BETHESDA UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 

516 PIEDMONT ROAD 

EASLEY, SC 29642-9376 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Dan Batson, Pastor 

Charla Bloomer, Office & Communications 

Assistant 

Jana Clack, Director of Student Ministries 

Judy Grant, Choir Director 

 

 

Marie Mitchell, Administrative Secretary 

Renita Owens, Organist 

Jean Raines, FLC Hostess 

Church Office: 864-269-1139 

Internet Homepage: www.bethesdaumc.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday-Thursday 

9:00 AM-3:00 PM 

 

 

 


