
 

 

9:00 CONNECTION   

is an informal service which includes a  
Bible-based message. The casual  
atmosphere and contemporary praise and 
worship music will broaden your  
definition of worship. 
 
11:00 TRADITIONAL SERVICE  

includes choir anthems, hymns, and a  
traditional sermon. 
 
WEEKLY WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP 

Children’s Choir at 5:45pm 
Dinner at 6:15pm 
Programs for all ages at 7:05pm 
 

THURSDAY MORNING PRAYER BREAKFAST meets at 

7:00 in the dining room of the FLC each week.  
All are invited to join in this time of prayer, 
biscuits, coffee, and fellowship. 

Check our website for updates at 
www.bethesdaumc.org 

 
Like us on Facebook 

Bethesda UMC  
 

Follow us on Instagram  
Bethesda.umc 

March 2017 The Mission of Bethesda United             

Methodist Church 

By God’s grace, to make disciples of        

Jesus Christ through a loving community 

of faith and service. 

Love. Love. Listen. Serve. 
During the week of Mar. 26th, Bethesda UMC will open its doors and 
hearts to our Family Promise of Pickens County families.  At this time we 
will host two families; two mothers and five children ranging in ages 
from 7 to 16.  Both mothers are employed and are in search of transi-
tional housing.    
FPPC is blessed to have one transitional house provide by an area 
church.  Currently, another FPPC mother and her three children call this 
house “home”.  She has completed several technical certificates at             
Tri-County Technical College and is seeking full-time employment.  
At least 200 hands and 100 hearts are need during “host” week.  Many 
times we seek volunteers through our Sunday school classes.  Yet, those 
of you, who are not connected through a class, don’t need to miss out 
on the “joy” experienced through this ministry.  The Family Promise 
Team is creating a database to assist in seeking volunteers.     
THANK YOU to those who have already completed our survey.   
If you haven’t had the opportunity to complete the survey, please               
indicate below where you are willing to serve.  

_____  Overnight Host      
_____  Coordinate an Evening Meal   
_____  Plan an Evening Activity  
_____  Coordinate Family Activity on Saturday   
_____  Unload the FPPC Trailer/Assemble Guest Rooms (Sunday AM) 
_____  Load the FPPC Trailer/Clean Guest Rooms (departure Sunday early AM) 

 
Name _________________________________________________  

Phone No. _____________   Email ___________________________ 

Please place your survey in the offering plate/basket, or return to the 
church office. If you have any questions, please contact Bert Reed at  
217-621-2150. 

“He comforts us every time we have trouble, so when others have trouble, we can 

comfort them with the same comfort God gives us.”   (2 Corinthians 1:4 NCV)  



 

His name was Greenjeans.  I think that my older brother got the name from the then popular children's  
television show, Captain Kangaroo.  Mr. Greenjeans was the sidekick of the ever popular and funny  
Captain.  Mr. Greenjeans was sort of a farmer or handyman.  I think that the most memorable thing  
about him was his name.  It fit him very well.  My brother liked the name so much that he gave the  
name to his favorite pet.  A baby chick. 
 
My father, being raised on a farm and used to the notion that every farm had to have chickens, always  
had a few chickens in a few pens in the woods behind our house. Luckily, our woods were big  
enough that the chickens couldn't be seen from the house, but they could be heard.  Many a night a  
rooster who felt consistently that two o'clock in the morning was the right time to awaken the  
neighborhood has awakened me.  Luckily also, in Marietta, no one really seemed to mind.  We didn't  
complain when Mr. Simmons' flock of nearly wild guineas came and foraged through our garden.  So he  
didn't complain that our rooster was an early riser.   
 
But Greenjeans was different.  My Dad found him early one cold winter morning.  He had just been hatched, but for some 
reason the mother hen decided that it was too cold to stay on the nest and abandoned the baby chick.  By the time Dad 
found the newborn, he was nearly frozen to death.  Dad came straight into the house and found a nice clean sock and      
bundled the little chick in the sock and put him in my mother's oven.  He then asked her to turn it to a respectfully warm 
temperature that wouldn't result in a very small roasted entree.  
 
Within a few minutes the chick was full of life and ready to go.  My older brother immediately fell in love with the chick and 
named him Greenjeans.  My father was delighted that the trick had worked, and my mother was happy to get the chick out 
of her oven and the sock.  
 
Greenjeans lived a happy life in the backyard of our house.  Since he was a special chicken who had shown an amazing ability 
to overcome great odds, he was not put in the pens in the woods.  He was fed and played with in the yard and treated with 
great respect and admiration.  My father would show off the handsome rooster to friends and family and relish in telling the 
tale of the miraculous thawing.   
 
Only one problem arose.  Greenjeans decided that he hated my mother.  Ordinarily that wouldn't be a problem since my 
mother was not one to wring a chicken's neck on a whim, but the problem came in who was allowed to go into the backyard.  
My brother and Dad had no problem going into the backyard, but Greenjeans would flog my mother if she even tried.   
 
Since Greenjeans was indeed a handsome strong young rooster, he had wonderfully capable spurs that could result in loss of 
blood in the victim of a flogging.  My mother soon found out that Greenjeans had a wonderful talent for flogging and for 
knowing when she was coming out into the backyard.   
 
Well, you might say, why didn't my mother just stay out of the backyard?  After all, Greenjeans was a family pet who brought 
much joy to my Dad and my brother.  The only problem was in the clothes lines.  My mother loved to hang clothes out to dry 
in the bright sunshine.  Even after she got a dryer, she would lug basket after basket of clothes out to her clothes lines and 
air them out good.  She wasn't going to move the lines to the front yard, and she certainly wasn't going to give up something 
that she loved so dearly for an ungrateful chick.   
 
Greenjeans was given away to a nice family.  The only problem with giving away a rooster that is nice and plump and loves to 
flog is that he was probably the main course for dinner that very next Sunday.   
 
The interesting thing is that Greenjeans didn't seem to understand that my mother was instrumental in saving his life.  After 
all it was my mother's clean sock that was used for the wrapping.  And it was my mother's clean oven that was used as an 
emergency de-icer.  If she had given the slightest objection to the proceedings on that cold winter morning, my father would 
have agreed and the chick would have remained simply a casualty of hen neglect.   
 
But Greenjeans didn't understand just how important my mother was in sparing his life.  He saw my mother as an intruder 
who wanted to take away his freedom in the backyard.   
 
How do we view God?  Is God that being that takes away our freedoms and tells us how to live?  Is God that someone who 
must be obeyed to insure a long and happy life?  Is God someone to wrestle with in order that we might show our           
dominance?   
 
I don't think so.  God gives life, and God offers peace and hope and joy.  We are the ones who do the flogging.  Many times 
we end up only hurting ourselves.   

God Bless, Dan  



As the Lenten season kicks off today, I pray that we will journey towards the cross knowing that in Christ’s suffering and 
resurrection, we also in turn become full of love and light and eternal life through our love for Jesus. This verse reminds 
me much of this Lenten journey that we’re on, and I hope you’ll share it with your students this month and we practice 
suffering like Jesus did that we might become more like Him. I hope you’ll join us this month for our many bible studies, 

lessons, events, etc. and that your students will continue to invite their friends into our group!! 

“I want to know Christ- yes, to know of His resurrection and participation in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His 
death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead”. - Philippians 3:10-11 

March 1st:  Ash Wednesday service and Pancake supper (6-8pm) 

March 5th: Church services, Sunday school, SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING IN SANCTUARY AT NOON (NURSERY PROVIDED), 
Confirmation Session #5- Q&A with Pastor Dan 4:00-5:30pm, Youth 5:30-7pm (Dinner by Hiller family), Youth Praise Band 
practice 7:00-8:30pm. 

March 6th: Pizza and Parables Bible study 6-8pm in HS room 

March 8th: WNF Supper and Lesson 6:15-7:45pm 

March 12th: Church services, Sunday school, HILTON HEAD LUNCHEON FUNDRAISER FOLLOWING BOTH SERVICES (SOUPS, 
CHILIS) Confirmation Session #6 4:00-5:30pm, Youth 5:30-7pm (Dinner by Simpson family), Youth Praise Band practice 
7:00-8:30pm. 

March 13th: Pizza and Parables Bible study 6-8pm in HS room 

March 15th: WNF Supper and Lesson 6:15-7:45pm 

March 17th: JANA OUT OF TOWN 

March 18th: JANA OUT OF TOWN 

March 19th: Church services, Sunday school, NO EVENING PROGRAMS- JANA AND KIMBERLY OUT OF TOWN 

March 20th: Pizza and Parables Bible study 6-8pm in HS room 

March 21st: RSVP to see Beauty and the Beast at Easley 8 Due to Jana by 5pm!! 

March 22nd: WNF Supper and Lesson 6:15-7:45pm, KIMBERLY OUT OF TOWN- CLEMSON SPRING BREAK 

March 24th: Outing to see Beauty and the Beast at Easley 8 in evening! 

March 26th: Church services, Sunday school, Confirmation Session #7 4:00-5:30pm, Youth Lesson by Kimberly 5:30-7pm 
(Dinner by Brooks/Coleman/Hughes families), Youth Praise Band practice 7:00-8:30pm. 

March 27th: Pizza and Parables Bible study 6-8pm in HS room 

March 29th: WNF Supper and Lesson 6:15-7:45pm 

March 31st: Confirmation Retreat to Asbury Hills from 4pm Friday until 8pm on Saturday April 1st. Service Hours due for all 
Hilton Head Service Trip participants by 5pm. Final Payment amounts will go out at 6pm- with the FINAL BALANCE being 
due on April 3rd to the church office. 

 
Blessed to Share the Journey- 

Jana Clack 
Director of Student Ministries 
Bethesda UMC- Powdersville 

(864)-269-1139 (work) 



 

 
Acolyte Program To acolyte, is one of the first acts of service for children to serve God in the church.  

 
If you have a child/youth in 2nd through 6th grade, please encourage them to participate in our Acolyte                

Ministry.  For more information please call Linda Thompson at 864-295-8510. 
 

 

Bethesda’s Nursery Ministry—The Sprouts Nursery   

Calling our Bethesda Family to serve the Lord through our Sprouts Nursery Ministry! As our 
church family grows, our nursery needs do as well. The Sprouts Nursery Ministry provides our 

precious little ones with a foundation of love for Christ.   
 

Please consider giving your time during the 9:00 or 11:00 service or the 10:00 Sunday School hour. 
 

 Contact Dr. Andrea Wininger Hood, Bethesda’s Nursery Coordinator, to serve our children in the nursery at (864)561-5762 
or anwmed@yahoo.com 

 
As the Lenten journey begins and spring unfolds, I pray that your children will come to understand God’s infinite love for 

them, that they may grow up to seek His love and wear it daily- giving it to others! As we watch Jesus’ journey towards the 
cross unfold this month and the next, I hope that you’ll send your children to our programs that they might learn about Je-

sus and this season on their own level, so that they may grasp more and grow in their spiritual walk. On Wednesdays we will 
journey to the cross with Jesus- I hope to see your children at WNF! 

March 1st: Ash Wednesday service and Pancake supper (6-8pm) 

March 5th: Church services, Sunday school, SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING IN SANCTUARY AT NOON (NURSERY PROVIDED), 
God’s Knights from 5:30-7pm 

March 8th:  Children’s Choir from 5:45-6:15pm, WNF Supper and Lesson from 6:15-7:45pm 

March 12th: Church services, Sunday school, HILTON HEAD LUNCHEON FUNDRAISER FOLLOWING BOTH SERVICES (SOUPS, 
CHILIS), God’s Knights from 5:30-7pm 

March 15th: Children’s Choir from 5:45-6:15pm, WNF Supper and Lesson from 6:15-7:45pm 

March 17th: JANA OUT OF TOWN 

March 18th: JANA OUT OF TOWN 

March 19th: JANA OUT OF TOWN, Church services, Sunday school, NO GOD’S KNIGHTS IN EVENING- MISS JESSICA IS OUT OF 
TOWN! 

March 21st: RSVP to see Beauty and the Beast at Easley 8 Due to Jana by 5pm!! 

March 22nd: Children’s Choir from 5:45-6:15pm, WNF Supper and Lesson from 6:15-7:45pm, KIMBERLY OUT OF TOWN- 
CLEMSON SPRING BREAK 

March 24th: Outing to see Beauty and the Beast at Easley 8 in evening! 

March 26th: Church services, Sunday school, God’s Knights from 5:30-7pm 

March 29th: Children’s Choir from 5:45-6:15pm, WNF Supper and Lesson from 6:15-7:45pm 

Blessed to Share the Journey- 
Jana Clack—Director of Student Ministries 

(864)-269-1139 (work) or janaclack@bethesdaumc.org 

mailto:anwmed@yahoo.com
mailto:janaclack@bethesdaumc.org


 

 

Get the Word out!  
Just a reminder of the different ways to help you spread the word about upcoming events at BUMC! 

Announcements in the Weekly Bulletin: Deadline Tuesday @ 1pm 

Announcements for the Monthly Newsletter: Deadline the 20th of each month 

You may email your announcements to Marie Mitchell at mariem@bethesdaumc.org or  

drop them off by the office. 
 

Like us on Facebook @ Bethesda UMC / Follow us on Instagram @ Bethesda.umc 
 

*Be sure to review the bulletin board outside of Jana & Charla’s office for  

weekly information and prayer requests. 
 

If you would like to receive updates through email, contact Charla at charlab@bethesdaumc.org 

 
 
 
 
 

United Methodist Women Reading Group 
The reading group welcomes all readers. 

Meeting's are held in the Parlor on the fourth 

Tuesday of the month from 10-11:30am. 

(Please note a time change.) 

 For more information contact Penny Wesley                                     
at 864-905-3372. 

 

Health Ministry News 

 A FREE course on Mental Health First Aid will be offered by Baptist Easley Hospital on Tuesdays, March 14 
and March 23 from 9:00AM-1:00 PM each day. This is an 8-hour course, so you must be able to attend both 
sessions. The course is designed to give participants the skills to help someone who is developing a mental 
health problem or experiencing a mental health crisis. Participants will learn a 5 step process to help save 
lives. To register, call 864-442-7791 by March 6. 

 
 If you use needles or other sharps at home for diabetes or any other condition, DHEC now provides brightly 

colored labels to put on empty detergent bottles so they can be used as safe needle disposal containers that 
can go in the landfill. Please feel free to take one from the supply on the bulletin board in the Family Life             
Center entrance. Information is on each label as to how you can order more labels free from DHEC. 

 
 Coming in April…Join the “Spring into Wellness” health challenge. Practice different healthy behaviors for 20 

days out of the month and you will qualify to get your name in a drawing for some great prizes. Challenge 
sheets will be available at the end of March. Details in the April newsletter. 

 
 On Wed. night, March 15 following the fellowship dinner, we will have a special health program at 7:00 PM 

entitled, “How to Protect Yourself from the Bad Bugs in the World.” Our guest speaker will be Dr. Lori 
Carnsew. Dr Carnsew has a special interest in wellness promotion and lifestyle modification for health. She 
will be discussing immunizations across the lifespan from childhood to older age needs. She will also discuss 
practical ways to keep ourselves healthy (even in the middle of flu season). Please plan to join us. Dr. Carnsew 
says she love to answer questions about how to stay healthy. 

 
“Understanding the United Methodist 

Church” will be taught by Dan on March 

12 at 10:10 a.m. in the Dining Room.  The 

class will end at 10:40 a.m..  Everyone is 

invited to attend.   

This course will present the basics of the 

UMC and is designed as a refresher 

course as well as a class for those who are new to the UMC.   

The course will be taught every second Sunday through May. 

tel:(864)%20442-7791


 

 

 

 

 

The United Methodist Women invite all the ladies of the 
church to join a circle! The purpose of the UMW is to help 

women develop spiritually, to experience supportive           
fellowship with  other women and to engage in mission to 

women, children and youth around the world. We look           
forward to seeing YOU soon! 

 
The Suzanna Wesley Circle meets on the second             

Tuesday of each month at 10AM in the parlor. We will 

meet on Tuesday, March 14th.  
 

The Mary-Martha Evening Circle meets on the third     
Monday of each month at 7 PM in the parlor. We will meet 

on Monday, March 20th.  

 

ALTAR FLOWER OFFERINGS FOR  2017 

You are invited and encouraged to dedicate the week’s altar             
flowers to a friend or loved one. Flower offerings are a great way 

to honor birthdays, important anniversaries or milestones. 
 Upcoming available dates are  

April 9, 16, 23 / May 7, 14, 21, 28 
 

The price for both arrangements is $70.00. It is also ok to share 
the week’s offering and sign up for just one of the two weekly  

arrangements for $35.00. The  arrangements are yours to keep 
after the service or we can take them to shut-ins. 

  
Please contact Lori Raad at 864-640-3626 or email 
lori@somethingelse.com . You can also contact the 

church office at  864-269-1139 or email mari-

em@bethesdaumc.org 

                                                              Creation Care Ministry 

Creation Care Ministry: Reducing Food Waste is Good for the Earth AND your wallet. American          
families throw out approximately 25 percent of the food and beverages they buy. The cost estimate 
for the average family of four is $1,365 to $2,275 a year. About 2/3 of the waste is due to spoilage 
from food not being used in time. Food waste sent to the landfill decomposes and creates methane,  
a powerful greenhouse gas.  
 What can you do to reduce this waste?  
 Plan your meals and shop from a list.  
 Avoid bulk purchases and impulse buying.  
 Cook reasonable portions to avoid leftovers that can spoil or else plan ways to use your leftovers.  
 Keep an eye on “use by” dates on food to avoid waste. 
 Compost at home. It makes great fertilizer for flowers and vegetables and recycles nutrients to the soil. 

 

  The United Methodist Men will meet Monday, March 6th at 7:00pm.  
 

We will have dinner, devotion and fellowship.  All men are welcome! 

Ladies Morning Bible Study:  

G.I.F.T. (Growing in Faith Together)  
 

The G.I.F.T. Ladies Morning bible Study meet 

on Wednesdays from 10am-12 Noon in the 

Berean Sunday School class. This is an ongoing 

study of God’s Word that focuses on living a 

Christ centered life with practical applications 

for women today. 
 

For more information contact Margaret Baker 

at  864-269-7313 (leave message and your call 

back number) or email 

mcb5274@gmail.com.  
 

We will meet on March 1st & 8th.  
Classes will resume April 5th. 

Ladies Evening Bible Study 

The Thursday night ladies Bible study 

group will begin a new 6-week study on 

Thursday, March 23.  

It is “Jeremiah: Daring to Hope in an  

Unstable World” by Melissa Spoelstra. 

This study is designed to provide           

practical life  applications from                  

Jeremiah’s message to address the              

challenges and circumstances of 

today’s woman.   

The study books cost $10. To           

register, contact Peggy Dulaney 

at pdulaney@bellsouth.net or call               

859-8445 by March 19th.  

mailto:lori@somethingelse.com
mailto:mariem@bethesdaumc.org
mailto:mariem@bethesdaumc.org
mailto:pdulaney@bellsouth.net


March Birthdays 
2– Mark Hayes, Liz Lowery, Livia Franklin  

3– Brian Rogers 

4– Joan Enloe, Leighton Johnson 

5– Ruby Drake, Scott Smart, Luke Shaw 

6– Sue Haynie, Ruth Meyer, Janine Carruthers 

7– Jerry McNeill, Dian Ford  

8– Jacoba De Jong 

9– Jean Martin, Jim Cohee, Stephanie Goodale,  

     Cameron Clark 

10– Ali Hamilton, Rachel Hamilton 

12–Evan Davis 

13– Judy Caldwell 

14– Dawn Powell, Lydia Manley 

15–Betsy Zaglin, Rita Scott, Chrissy Stillwell 

16– Sloan Poe 

18–Ruth Ann Ferguson, Jessica Davis, Emmi Enloe 

19–Elaine Jones, Patti Fortner 

20–Marlene Price  

22–Mili Seffrin. Jack Leffler 

23–Madeline Sudbeck, Brayden Dean 

25–Kristan Stoneman, Luke Coleman 

26–Rianna Keller, Abigayle Johnson 

27–Neal Evans, Melissa Gross, Sean Patterson,  

      Abbey McQueen, Aidan Wilson 

29–Trudy Bales, Arden Lepper 

30–Nancy Marchbanks, Thorton Gross, Betty Grant,  

     Barbara Tate, Johnny Enloe, Kathie Tucker, Kathy Jones,  

     Rene’ Batson, Fran Moore, Emily Hayes, Grant Yeargin 

31–Susan Smith, Ashley Manley, Chris Stanley  

Prayer Requests 
Members:  Sandra McNeill, Sue Bostic, Ned Davis, Jordan Caldwell, John Harrison, Sue Stout, Floree Pettit 

Extended Family and Friends of Bethesda Members: Caroline Shelton (Granddaughter of Rev. Cy Rogers), Madelynn 

Todd (Granddaughter of Trudy Bales), Brody  Little (Great Nephew of Penny Wesley), Joy Burton (Friend of Ann Simons), 

James Peach (Nephew of George & Jackie Goforth), Lettie Beck (Sister of  Betty Terry), Greg Clanton (Friend of Randy and 

Charlotte Calhoun), Connie Holla (Niece of Tim Slicker), Deborah Burch (Daughter-in-law of Rita Burch), Shari Holbrooke 

(Niece of Rita Burch), Evelyn Byars (Friend of Chris Manley and Nick Kulick), Carol Keech (Sister of Lisa Seffrin),  Christi 

Gibson (Former Secretary), Chuck Spearman (Friend of Mike Hendricks), Bonnie Baryk (Sister-n-law Linda Reller), Ben Box 

(Friend of Jimmy King), Tracy Helander (Daughter of Tom Swenson), Stephen Wilson (Brother of Sandra Andersen), Bob 

Seffrin (Father of Mike Seffrin), Gina Wiitanen (Daughter of Donna Dowis), Donna Cox (Mother of Kristen Lepper), Joe 

Rocco (Extended in law of Donnis Cook), Karla Grooms (Daughter of Kathie Tucker), Hal Cox (Brother of Mike Cox), Jim 

Waddell (Brother of Jennifer Ream), Ruth Cely Price (Aunt of JoAnn Rice), Darrell Houseman, Les Davis (Father of Philip 

Davis), Judy Brabham (Wife of Woody Brabham), Catherine Brown (Grandmother of Dawn Powell), Brandi Harbin (Cousin 

of Marie Mitchell) 
 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Gary Manley, Effie Evans, Ann Nicholson, Cindy Gibson, Rachel Merritt, Hilda Dragos, Louise 

Gilstrap, Russ Elrod, Bernice Roper, Don Lowery, Frances Brooks, Betty Cloninger, Ron Nicholson, Libby Elrod, Johnny 

Enloe, Imogene Gambrell, Chris Reller, Pete Elrod, Don Lowery, Bobbie Moore, Ed Faulkner, Vicky Teasley, Joyce Car-

ruthers, Dr. Anne Diabla, Carolyn Tomlins, Kathie Tucker, Jack Harrison 

 

Our Nation, Our President, and Our Military; Friends and Family in harm’s way. 

*You may update or extend requests at any time by calling the office  or contacting Charla Bloomer at 

charlab@bethesdaumc.org. 

Congregational sympathy is expressed … 
 

To the family of Bill & Tammy Edge in the passing of Tammy’s aunt, 
Azalee Culbertson.   

To the family of Traci Keller in the passing of her mother, Doris Smith.   
To the family of Vera Stanfield and Sam Stanfield in the passing of             

Rev. Doug Stanfield. 

Memorials 

In Memory of Ruth Kelley 
Mrs. Betty Cloninger 

Mrs. Betty Moore 
 

In Memory of Ronnie Bales 
Irene Cely Class 



Bethesda UMC offers online giving!  
 Anyone can set up an account or give without 

an account using the link on our website at 

www.bethesdaumc.org.  The link is 

located at the bottom of the web 

page and says, “Give Online”. 

Thank you for your support! 

Monthly (Feb) General Offering  $45, 639.21 

General Offerings Year to Date  $90,305.33 

Building Fund Year to Date $3,715.00 

Stewardship Report Through February 26, 2017 

 

Annual Financial Report to the Congregation 
Bethesda United Methodist Church 

March 1, 2017 
 
Dear fellow disciples of Jesus Christ, 
The past year has been a wonderful year in the life of Bethesda United Methodist Church. We have seen growth in 
our youth program and children’s program. We have welcomed a new pastor. We have seen  awesome ministry 
done in our community by our women, men, and more programs within our church. 
 
On the financial front, we had several accomplishments in 2016: 
 Refinancing our mortgage, lowing our interest payments and increasing our payments toward principal each 

month. This helped us reduce our principal owed at the end of 2016 to $1,028,612.98. 
 Completely funding two new HVAC units (over $60,000) for the Sanctuary. 
 Revenue of $645,792.67 surpassed expenses of $635,482.43. 
 
This year’s budget is $684,398.80. It is printed on the reverse of this report for your reference. Our budget this year 
includes increased investments in youth ministry, our children, growing worship services, and slightly higher rates on 
building maintenance and upkeep. The reason our budget is much higher than         expenses from last year is be-
cause, unlike in decades past, we are getting closer and closer to needing to spend our budget each year. Historically, 
our church would approve a budget that was then underspent by six figures on a regular basis. Those days are gone – 
in part due to our growing congregation and  ministries. We have trimmed the fat of our budget to ensure every           
dollar in tithes and offerings is allocated to our ministries. Therefore, as a congregation, we must commit to raising 
the entire budget. 
  
It is my hope that our ministries continue to grow for the benefit of our members and the entire Powdersville com-
munity. To do so, we must step-up to this financial commitment. One way every member can do that is to focus on 
giving general offerings – not designated funds. In 2016, over $122,336 was given to designated funds. If even half of 
this is directed to our general budget (or general offerings) in 2017, we will completely fund our budget. It is                    
Important we fund our general budget before designated funds; our general budget is how our church operates and 
stays in ministry! 
 
Throughout this year, if you have questions, concerns, or suggestions about our church’s finances, please reach out 
to me or a member of our committee. It is our role to be stewards of our church’s finances – on all of our members’ 
behalves. May this year be a fruitful and blessed year for you and your family – and for our Bethesda church family! 
 

Grace and peace, 
Chris Manley, Finance Committee Chair  

Your 2017 Finance Committee: Rev. Dan Batson, Mack Burdett, Dennis Cook, Pete Elrod, Neal Evans, Keith Hiller, 
Chris Manley, Tim McKinney, J.C. Neel, Lori Raad, Paula Raymond, and Scott Smart 



Welcome new Staff Member Jessica Davis,               

Nursery Caregiver to BUMC! 

I graduated from Presbyterian College in 2016 with 

a degree in Early Childhood Education. I teach   

kindergarten at Eastside Elementary in Clinton and 

currently live in Simpsonville. I love to read, kayak, 

and travel. I spent two months in Kenya                         

volunteering at a children's home and a school.       

I am blessed to have the opportunity to work with 

our babies, toddlers, and children at Bethesda!   

Welcome New BUMC Members: 
 

Jim and Lee Carroll 
205 Henrydale Drive 

Easley SC 29642 
 

JoAnne Dales 
 

Jose and Jayne Ferrer 
 

Joined February 5, 2017 

 

 

 

 

Want to have a life changing experience this summer? 

Salkehatchie Summer Service is for you! 

Make Friends       Have Fun     Work Hard     Get Dirty     Help Others     Laugh     Sweat     Learn 

Feel accomplished     Eat good food     Worship     Play Games 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors, Open Hands! 

What is Salkehatchie?  

Salkehatchie Summer Service is a pioneering servant ministry in South Carolina involving high school and college age 
youth, adult community leaders and persons of different cultures. 

We work together in upgrading housing, motivating community cooperative efforts by helping persons to help             
themselves, and providing all participants with opportunities for personal growth and service. 

Who? Salkehatchie Summer Service is for high school and college age youth drawn primarily from the South Carolina 
United Methodist Conference.  Participants must be at least 14 years old by the beginning of the camp they attend. 
Adult leaders are also needed to offer guidance and support. 

What? This program of the South Carolina Conference Board of Global Ministries consists of a number of work camps 
for United Methodist Youth in South Carolina. During the week participants physically improve homes of needy             
families and reach out to these families and one another in friendship. 

Where? There will be over fifty camps. Camps are established where need, opportunity, personnel and facilities meet. 

When?  Each camp runs from Saturday to Saturday. Camps are offered from June through the end of July. 

Why? Many of our neighbors in South Carolina live in homes needing repair and Jesus has called us to love our   
neighbor. 

How Much? There is a $230 fee per person. If you are a church member, Bethesda covers half of your tuition. Partici-
pant completes online registration, pays fee and submits for half reimbursement to Bethesda office. 

Register at www.salkehatchie.org 

 Camps are filling now so it’s recommended you register no later than April 30th. 

Questions or need Help??  Contact Lester or Cindy Farmer 419-7557/419-0310 or Jana Clack 360-7634 

Support Salkehatchie Summer Service by participating in the Fund Raising Luncheon on 

April 2, 2017 in the Family Life Center, meal served after both services. 

http://www.salkehatchie.org


 

March 12, 2017—Second Sunday in Lent 
Daylight Savings time begins! 

March 5, 2017—Holy Communion  
First Sunday in Lent 

March 19, 2017—Third Sunday in Lent 

Love. Love. Listen. Serve. 

Usher Receivers — Team One 

Connection Service Babies — Sherie Burdett & Jessica Davis 

Connection Service Children — Marvin & Teresa Painter  

Sunday School Babies & Children— Kara Wacenske & Jessica Davis 

Traditional Service Babies & Children — Yvonne Harrison & Jessica Davis  
 

The flowers are placed in the sanctuary to the Glory of God and in honor         

of Joan Enloe’s birthday by Johnny, Josh, Kirsty, Braydon, Callie and Emmi. 

Connection Worship ……………..….…….…..9:00am 

Sunday School…………………….….…...…10:00am 
Traditional Worship …………….…...……..11:00am 

Confirmation Session #7 ..............................4:00-5:30pm 

Youth Dinner/Lesson …............…............…5:30-7:00pm 
God’s Knights Dinner/Lesson.....…............…5:30-7:00pm 

Choir Rehearsal…….…...…….…...…….…....5:30pm 

Easter Choir Rehearsal…...…….…...…….…....6:30pm 
Youth Praise Band ..…….…...…….….....7:00-8:30pm 

 

*Blood Pressure Checks in the Health Ministries Office 
following both services. 

 

Usher Receivers — Team One 

Connection Service Babies — Nancy Marchbanks & Jessica Davis  

Connection Service Children — John & Christy Aultman 

Sunday School Babies & Children— Courtney Neel & Jessica Davis  

Traditional Service Babies & Children — Rita Scott & Jessica Davis  
 

The flowers are placed in the sanctuary to the Glory of God                                      
and in honor of the birthdays of Randy & Charlotte Calhoun’s grandchildren , 

Charlotte Collins and Michael Collins. 

Usher Receivers — Team One 

Connection Service Babies — Takiko Kline & Jessica Davis 

Connection Service Children — Sunday & Adam Davis 

Sunday School Babies & Children— Judy Pratt & Jessica Davis  

Traditional Service Babies & Children — Lori Raad & Jessica Davis  
 

The flowers are placed in the sanctuary to the Glory of God                                      
and in loving memory of Shirley Elrod’s birthday (February 26th) by Pete Elrod. 

Connection Worship ……………..….….…..9:00am 
Sunday School ……….…….…….….…...…10:00am 

Traditional Worship …………….…...……..11:00am 

Board of Trustees (Conf. Rm)…….…...……..3:00pm 
Choir Rehearsal…….…...…….…...…….…....5:30pm 

Easter Choir Rehearsal…...…….…...…….…....6:30pm 

 
 

Connection Worship ……………..….…….…..9:00am 

Sunday School…………………….….…...…10:00am 
UMC Class (Dining Room)………….….…...…10:10am 

Traditional Worship …………….…...……..11:00am 

Confirmation Session #6 ..............................4:00-5:30pm 
Youth Dinner/Lesson …............…............…5:30-7:00pm 

God’s Knights Dinner/Lesson.....…............…5:30-7:00pm 

Choir Rehearsal…….…...…….…...…….…....5:30pm 
Easter Choir Rehearsal…...…….…...…….…....6:30pm 

Youth Praise Band ..…….…...…….….....7:00-8:30pm 

 
*Youth Casserole Fundraiser for HHI Service Project  

following both services. 

Preparing Our Hearts to Serve on Sundays  

March 26, 2017—Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Connection Worship ……………..….….…..9:00am 

Sunday School ……….…….…….….…...…10:00am 

Traditional Worship …………….…...……..11:00am 
Safe Sanctuary Training (following Traditional Service) 

Family Ministries Meeting (Conf. Rm)…..............2:00pm 

Confirmation Session #5 with Dan ..........4:00-5:30pm 
Youth Dinner/Lesson …............…............…5:30-7:00pm 

God’s Knights Dinner/Lesson.....…............…5:30-7:00pm 

Choir Rehearsal…….…...…….…...…….…....5:30pm 
Easter Choir Rehearsal…...…….…...…….…....6:30pm 

Youth Praise Band ..…….…...…….….....7:00-8:30pm 
 

Usher Receivers — Team One 

Connection Service Babies — Jordan Gross & Jessica Davis 

Connection Service Children — Katy & Mike Hendricks 

Sunday School Babies & Children— Kim Davis & Jessica Davis 

Traditional Service Babies & Children — Michelle Coleman & Jessica Davis  
 

The flowers are placed in the sanctuary to the Glory of God and in honor                

of Neal and Wanda Evans wedding anniversary. 



March 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
The G.I.F.T.       
10am-12pm 

 

ASH Wednesday  

Meal 5:30-6:45pm 

Service 7pm 

2 

Iron Men Bible 
Study 6am 

 

Prayer Breakfast 
7am 

 
Ladies Evening Bible 

Study 6:30-8pm 

3 
Gym/Kitchen     
Reserved 6pm 

4 

Gym/Kitchen     
Reserved all day 

5 

 
Holy Communion 

 
Family Ministries 

Meeting 2pm               
 

Choir Rehearsal 
5:30pm 

 
Easter Choir          

Rehearsal 6:30pm 

6 
GS Troop 2900 6pm 

 
UMM 7pm 

 
  

7 
Powdersville Garden 

Club 10am 
 

Family Promise 
Team 7pm                     
(Conf. Rm) 

 
 

8 
The G.I.F.T.       
10am-12pm 

 

WNF 6:15pm 

9 
Iron Men Bible 

Study 6am 
 

Prayer Breakfast 
7am 

 
Ladies Evening Bible 

Study 6:30-8pm 

10 11 

12 
UMC Class 10:10am 

(Dining Rm) 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
5:30pm 

 
Easter Choir          

Rehearsal 6:30pm 

13 
Forever Young 12pm 

 
 

14 
UMW Suzanna    

Wesley Circle 10am 
 

Finance Committee 
6pm (Conf. Rm) 

15 
WNF 6:15pm 

 

 

16 
Iron Men Bible 

Study 6am 
 

Prayer Breakfast 
7am 

 
Ladies Evening Bible 

Study 6:30-8pm 
(Dining Rm) 

17 18 

19 
Board of Trustees 

3pm 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
5:30pm 

 
Easter Choir          

Rehearsal 6:30pm 

20 
GS Troop 2900 6pm 

(Dining Rm) 
 

UMW Mary-Martha 
Evening Circle 7pm 

21 22 
WNF 6:15pm 

23 
Iron Men Bible 

Study 6am 
 

Prayer Breakfast 
7am 

 
Ladies Evening Bible 

Study 6:30-8pm 
(New  Study) 

24 

 

25 
GS Unit 631                
6:30 (Parlor) 

26 
Blood Pressure 

Checks following 
both services 

 
Choir Rehearsal 

5:30pm 
 

Easter Choir          
Rehearsal 6:30pm 

 
 

27 28 
UMW Reading 

Group 10am  
 

Leisure Group  

29 
WNF 6:15pm 

30 
Iron Men Bible 

Study 6am 
 

Prayer Breakfast 
7am 

 
Ladies Evening Bible 

Study 6:30-8pm  

31  

Family Promise Week March 26—April 2 

Ash Wednesday Service on March 1st!  



BETHESDA UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 

516 PIEDMONT ROAD 

EASLEY, SC 29642-9376 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Dan Batson, Pastor 

Charla Bloomer, Office & Communications 

Assistant 

Jana Clack, Director of Student Ministries 

Judy Grant, Choir Director 

 

 

Marie Mitchell, Administrative Secretary 

Renita Owens, Organist 

Jean Raines, FLC Hostess 

Church Office: 864-269-1139 

Internet Homepage: www.bethesdaumc.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday-Thursday 

9:00 AM-3:00 PM 

 

 

 

3/1 – Meal (5:45-6:30pm) Pancake Supper 
Service (7:00pm): Ash Wednesday Service 
 
3/8 – Meal: Tropical Grille, including a salad bar & fresh 
fruit. Bring your favorite dessert to share! (Suggested 
donation of $4/person and $15/family max) 
Children Program: Journey to the Cross 
Youth Program: Journey to the Cross 
Adult Program: An Invitation to the Old Testament 
 
3/15 – Meal: Potluck - Bring your favorite meal to 
share!       
Children Program: Journey to the Cross 
Youth Program: Journey to the Cross 
Adult Program:  Health Ministries—“How to Protect 
Yourself from the Bad Bugs in the World.” Our guest 
speaker will be Dr. Lori Carnsew. 

3/22 – Meal: Taco night! Bring your favorite dessert to 
share! (Suggested donation of $4/person and $15/family 
max) 
Children Program: Journey to the Cross 
Youth Program: Journey to the Cross 
Adult Program:  Lent Lesson led by Dan 
 
3/29 – Meal: Real Pizza, including a salad bar & fresh 
fruit. Bring your favorite dessert to share! (Suggested 
donation of $4/person and $15/family max) 
Children Program: Journey to the Cross 
Youth Program: Journey to the Cross 
Adult Program:  Lent Lesson led by Dan 
 

 

Wednesday Night Fellowship—All are welcome! 
Join us in the FLC at 6:15pm for a meal & relaxed fellowship. Programs for all ages begin at 7:05pm! 


