
 

9:00am CONNECTION SERVICE is an informal service which in-

cludes a Bible-based message. The casual atmosphere and con-

temporary praise and worship music will broaden your definition 

of worship. 
 
10:00am SUNDAY SCHOOL classes are available for all ages. 

Deepen your relationship with Christ and influence in the world 

by knowing Scripture and giving it authority in your life.  

11:00am TRADITIONAL SERVICE includes choir anthems, hymns, 

and a traditional sermon. 

**At this time all church gatherings are                  

temporarily cancelled. ** 

April 2020 

The Mission of Bethesda United             

Methodist Church 

By God’s grace, to make disciples of        

Jesus Christ through a loving community 

of faith and service. 

Love. Love. Listen. Serve. 

Visit our website 

www.bethesdaumc.org 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Worship Services for April  

 As we continue our practice of social distancing,                     

our Sunday morning services will be streamed live                    

through Facebook at 10:30am.  
 

We will also stream our Maundy Thursday Service live on                               

April 9th at 7:00pm.  

 

Please join us!  

You do not need a Facebook account to watch.  Go to 

https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaumcpowdersville/            

and wait for the live stream to start.   

 
If you are unable to watch at that time, please visit our website. 

Past sermons may be accessed through the worship area.  

https://bethesdaumc.org/worship/  

 

http://bethesdaumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaumcpowdersville/
https://www.instagram.com/bethesda.umc/
https://bethesdaumc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f0ecf30b4cfd2c06bede768e&id=d93b21433a&e=6e3ba59a26
https://bethesdaumc.org/worship/


Mama Whiting’s real name was Hazel.  We always thought that it was funny because of the television show named Hazel                                          
about the maid who took care of the Brewster family.  Hazel Whiting took care of the Batson family.   
 
In the years before daycare centers, my mother found Mama Whiting.  She arrived very early each and every weekday                                         
morning to care for my twin brother and me.  My older brother was already in school, and after several years of staying                                         
home with us, mother decided the time had arrived for her to go back to teaching at the high school.   
 
Enter Mama Whiting.  My mother was so very lucky to have found her.  This little lady from the hills of North Carolina was                                          
tireless and completely dedicated.  I never remember her missing a single day. She always came with her cotton print dress                                      
neatly pressed and her long hair in a tight bun at the back of her head that she carefully covered with a net whenever she started cooking.   
She wore black laced-up shoes with very practical thick heels that she must have shined every day before getting to work because we could 
see our reflections in them. The minute she walked into the house, she pulled out her apron and wore it the rest of the day.   
 
Mama Whiting’s duties included much more than just watching over my brother and me.  She cleaned house, did laundry, cooked lunch for the 
two of us and our father and prepared the evening meal.  She never seemed terribly busy, but I never saw her taking a break, either! 
 
She drove one of the oldest cars I think I had ever seen.  I remember sitting on the huge front bench seat and watching with fascination as she 
would push the little gray start button on the dashboard. We would go on rides up to my Uncle Buck & Aunt Wilma’s drugstore about once a 
week.  While there we would always get some sort of treat at the soda fountain while she bought a few items for the household.   
 
Mama Whiting accomplished many things in the few years that she took care of us.  But one thing that I will always remember was something      
I found incredible. It was a small gesture that sent a powerful message to me.   
 
One day she read to us from an old magazine my parents had at the house.  I don’t remember the story, but I do remember it had a few small 
black and white drawings of cows.  After reading us the story, Mama Whiting went to the drawer by the phone and produced a set of scissors.   
While we watched, she cut out the pictures of the cows and then proceeded to trim the edges.   
 
Most people would have been satisfied with a trim of the pictures that was just close enough.  After all, she was only giving us the pictures so 
we could play with them. But as we sat and watched, Mama Whiting turned those scissors around and around each little picture of the cows 
until they were perfectly trimmed.   
 
Maybe it was the fact that she sewed most of her own clothes and had been doing so for a long time.  Maybe it was the fact that she enjoyed 
using scissors. Or maybe it was the fact that if she did something, she tended to do it right.  But for whatever reason, the cow pictures were 
trimmed of every tiny hint of white edging.  
 
In seeing her produce the absolutely perfect pictures, I realized that something like that could be done.  I have tried to duplicate what she did 
with small pictures and found it amazingly difficult. After trying for a while, I inevitably became frustrated and decided that it really wasn’t worth 
the effort.  But she did it effortlessly and perfectly.   
 
The thing that made such an impact on me was not so much that she did it perfectly.  It was the fact that she could do it at all. It simply 
seemed impossible to trim those pictures so neatly.   
 
Without even realizing it, the lesson she taught me was that no job is too hard, if you approach it with patience and the willingness to succeed. 
She taught a lasting life lesson by doing it right before my eyes. She wasn’t trying to teach us anything, and she wasn’t trying to impress us. 
She just wanted us to have really great cow pictures to play with for that morning, and now almost sixty years later, I still marvel at the great 
lesson she gave.  
 
Don’t tell me something is impossible because I immediately remember Mama Whiting’s lesson. Nothing presents itself as completely                 
impossible to me because of a little lady in a homemade cotton dress with her hair in a bun carefully using a pair of old scissors to cut out cow 
pictures.     
 
I believe Mama Whiting’s strong faith gave her the confidence and ability to do all things.  She knew that Jesus Christ makes the impossible 
possible. By example, she taught us that through faith in Christ, we all can do what others might think will never happen.   
 
In faith, we step forward. Through love, we try.  In confidence, we succeed.    
 
God Bless,  
Dan 



Let me go ahead and say that this is a hard time for everyone both sick and staying at home. With the announcement that 
school is closed through April, we will not have any youth activities in April. Confirmation is temporarily put on hold while we 
navigate the uncertainty of the times. Hopefully all the parents and youth are signed up for the Remind app, that is the way 
we will be communicating schedules and information. Currently we plan to gather weekly on the Zoom app, provide weekly 
worship playlists through Spotify, and provide a weekly bible reading plan. There will be other digital resources we will be 
providing as well throughout these times. I will also be trying to reach out regularly to everyone to see how they are doing. 
Lastly, I am saddened that Salkehatchie is the latest thing to be canceled. I know the home owners will be sad and I know our 
youth will be heavily disappointed as well.  If you have any questions, please feel free to let me know. 

 
Seth Wright, Director of Youth Ministries 

(864) 624-2175 / sethwright@bethesdaumc.org 

Salkehatchie Missions Update 

Thank you for supporting the Salkehatchie Missions!  

I want to sincerely thank everyone for their donations to Salkehatchie this year.  Through your generosity, $3,179.28 has already 

been given for this mission.  Unfortunately, we recently received word that all Salkehatchie camps will be closed this summer due 

to the Coronavirus outbreak.  This is unfortunate for the people who are depending on us to repair their homes.  Please know that these funds 

will be set aside for the Salkehatchie missions.  If conditions improve and we feel that it is safe, we may try to put something together to work 

on a couple of local homes later this year for those who want to participate.   

For now, we should all pray for the homeowners and that everyone stays safe and healthy.  Bless you all! 

Thank you to the Stoneman Family for donating this          

wonderful pool table to the Youth! They are enjoying it!!  

Graduate Recognition Sunday: We will soon be honoring our graduates! We are now collecting information for the Graduate Sunday bulletin 

and beginning to prepare for the Luncheon for graduates and their families. Please send the following info and up to 

five photos of your graduate over the years to Seth Wright or Charla Bloomer:  

 Graduate Full Name 

 Graduate Parents' Name(s) 

 School Receiving Diploma From with any Honors or Special Awards  

 Future Plans 

 Number of Family Members Expected to Attend Luncheon  

https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaumcyouth/


It's Spring! And what better time to do some spring cleaning than now. Since we are all cooped up at home what a great chance to get to that 
junk drawer, that cluttered closet, organize that pantry. But also, what a great time to take stock of what we have, and how blessed we are. 
During difficult and unsure times, it's easy to be consumed with all the negatives, and that's when God calls us to seek Him, and to count our 
blessings. It's also a good time to clean out our schedules. We are being forced to slow down, spend time at home, find new ways to keep our 
minds and bodies busy. Take this opportunity to love on your family, play board games, take a walk together, and above all pray and spend 
time with our Lord together. I continue to pray for all of you, our church, and our community. Be safe and be healthy! 

 
**Children’s Ministry Events are suspended at this time. Please watch emails and announcements for updates!**  

 
 May God’s blessings be you and your family! 

Courtney Barnes, Director of Children’s Ministries 
courtneybarnes@bethesdaumc.org 

Asbury Hills Summer Camp 
Registration for Asbury Hills is now open!  Elementary camps are  available for rising 2nd-5th graders and Junior camps are for rising  

6th-8th graders.  There are several dates and camps to choose from.  Be on the lookout for brochures located in the Narthex for specific camp 
information. **Bethesda UMC has received a loving  donation for children who would like to attend.** 

https://asburyhills.org 



The United Methodist Women invite all the ladies of the 
church to join a circle! The purpose of the UMW is to help  
women develop spiritually, to experience supportive  fellowship 

with other women and to engage in        
mission to women, children and youth 
around the world. We look forward  to 
seeing YOU soon!  
*Both circles meet in the parlor.  

Meetings will resume soon!  
 

The Susanna Wesley Circle meets on the second Tuesday of 
each month at 10am.  
The Mary-Martha Evening Circle meets on the third Monday 
of each month at 7pm.  

Forever Joyful  
Meetings will resume soon!  

Meets in the Dining Room on the second Monday            
of each month 12:00 - 2:00pm.   

Bring a potluck dish & join the Christian fellowship.  

Reading Group 

The Reading Group welcomes all readers. You do not  have to          
attend the meetings to be a part of the group. Books will be available 
at both UMW Circle meetings and Wednesday evenings. If anyone 
needs books or more information, please contact Penny Wesley  

(864-905-3372)  or penelope_wesley@yahoo.com   
(underscore between first and last name).   

 
Meetings will resume soon! Meeting's are held in the 

Parlor on the fourth Tuesday of the month at 10am.  

Iron Men’s Bible Study  
Attention all men!  You are invited to join us  

at 8am on Thursdays.   
Meetings will resume soon! We meet in the parlor for a 

very informal discussion of the Bible and how it impacts our 
day-to-day lives.  

 
 “Iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens another.”  

Prov. 27:17 

Leisure Group 
 

Meetings will resume soon! The Leisure Group meets on 
the last Tuesday of the month.  

  
All are welcome! 

For more information, contact David Bryant (864-380-9193). 

Thursday Morning Prayer Group 
Meetings will resume soon!  

All are invited to join the Prayer Group at  
Ed & Sandy Faulkner's home at  

1303 Old Williamston Road in Piedmont 
on Thursday mornings at 7am.  

Ladies Bible Study  - G. I. G.  (Growing in Grace) 
 

Join us weekly on Tuesdays, as we study  
“What Love Is” by Kelly Minter. 

 
Meetings will resume soon! We meet from  
7:15 - 8:30pm in the Refiner Fire’s Sunday 

School classroom.   
 

This is a multi-week study.  
For more information,  

text Monica Romano at 864-630-6677. 

The United Methodist Men meet the first Monday of the 
month at 7pm in the dining hall of the Family Life Center 
(FLC).  Join us for  dinner, devotion & fellowship!   
All men are invited!  
Meetings will resume soon!  

Ladies Bible Study  - G. I. F. T. (Growing in Faith Together) 
 

“The Quest” by Beth Moore   
Meetings will resume soon! We meet on 

Wednesdays from  
10:00am - 12:00pm in the Berean Sunday 

School Classroom.   
For questions contact Elaine Jones  

(864-979-6821) or  
elaijon8@bellsouth.net. 

 
Ladies Evening Bible Study  

 
“All Things New” by Kelly Minter  

 
Meetings will resume soon! We meet on 

Thursdays from 6:30 - 8:00pm in the Berean 
Sunday School Classroom.  

 
For more information, contact Peggy Dulaney  
(864-483-0385) or pdulaney@bellsouth.net.  

At this time, Wednesday Night Fellowship has been             

temporarily cancelled. Fellowship will resume soon!  

mailto:penelope_wesley@yahoo.com


 

Creation Care 
Have you heard of the Dirty Dozen?  No, not a movie about WWII made in 1967; but the dirty dozen list of items that cannot be 
recycled.   Before I list the items, we cannot recycle; let’s keep in mind that we should definitely greatly reduce our use of the 

items that cannot be recycled.   

1) Plastic bags (some stores will recycle i.e. grocery stores)  2) Plastic bags with recyclables in them 3) Shredded paper 4) Scrap metal         
5) Hazardous household materials 6) Flattened bottles or cans 7) Non-recyclable plastics  8) Caps/lids on glass bottles or jars 9) Liquids or 

food 10) Non-recyclable glass 11) Rope like items  12) Diapers or bio-hazardous waste. 

Items that cannot be recycled can often be reused.  RECYCLE REUSE 

Day of Service 

The Missions Committee would like to sincerely thank all of you who volunteered for the Day of Service!  It was such a huge success, and we 
couldn’t have done it without you!  We had 83 congregants volunteer at 9 different organizations across the area.  Your impact was felt 
and appreciated by each and every nonprofit. If you didn’t get a chance to participate this year, no worries!  We plan to make this an annual 
event, so we’ll see you in 2021.   

Blessings, 
The Missions Committee 

  



Memorials   

In Memory of Carol Bradley 

Mr. and Mrs. John Terry 

 

In Memory of Ken Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Cozart 

Mr. Thomas Settlage 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Christensen 

Ms. Paula Goerss 

 

In Memory of Ellen Sands 

Mr. and Mrs. Jon Robert Elrod 

Mr. and Mrs. John Terry 

Mrs. Doris Tucker 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Tucker 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Cook 

Mrs. Sue Hooper / Mr. Pete Elrod 

 

In Memory of Mary McNeill 

Mrs. Sue Hooper / Mr. Pete Elrod 

Mrs. Willie Garrett 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Holmes 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Hughes 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Robinson 

 

In Memory of Gary Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Holmes 

 

In Memory of Jack Howie 

Mr. and Mrs. George Goforth 

 

Honorariums  
In Honor of Jim Vardy 

Fellowship Sunday School Class 

 

In Honor of Marie Elrod 

Fellowship Sunday School Class 

Congregational Sympathy  
Congregational sympathy is expressed to the family of Jerry and Sandra McNeill upon the passing of Jerry’s mother, Mary Denton McNeill. 

 
Congregational sympathy is expressed to Jimmy and Liz King and their family upon the passing of Jimmy's nephew, Robert King.  

 
Congregational sympathy is expressed to Sue Elrod Hooper and to the entire Elrod Family upon the passing of Sue's husband, Joe Hooper.  

 
Congregational sympathy is expressed to Fredna Scott and her family upon the passing of her husband                                                               

and former Bethesda pastor, Reverend Gareth Scott.  
 

Congregational sympathy is expressed to family of Olin Craig upon his passing. 
 

Congregational sympathy is expressed to family of Tommy and Jackie Griffin upon the passing of  Jackie’s father, Jack Howie. 

Have you noticed the SC ERT Disaster Response Trailer in Bethesda’s parking lot? Have you wondered, “What’s 
up with that?” 
 
SC Early Response Team members are United Methodist Volunteers who are dedicated to showing the love of 
Jesus to others in the aftermath of a disaster. Our teams cover SC and consist of 6 – 12 people. All members  
receive 8 hours of basic disaster training plus first aid and and CPR. Personnel are rotated in and out every 3 to 4 
days due to the intense physical and mental stress associated with true disaster response. If you would like to  

volunteer to assist in the relief efforts following natural disasters in SC, please attend training and join ERT. 
 
There will be an ERT class at New Beginnings UMC Spartanburg on September 19, 2020. The class will be from 9 – 5:00 and will include an 
ERT Basic class for new members joining ERT. The cost for the Basic ERT class is $35.00. 
 
If you are interested in more information, Bethesda’s trained ERT members are Stephen Taylor and David Bryant. If you would like to register 
directly, contact Chuck Marshall, Spartanburg District ERT Coordinator @ 864-21611876. For other training opportunities contact Matt Brodie, 
state coordinator at mbrodie@umcsc.org or 803-786-9486, Ext. 265 or visit https://www.umcsc.org/disaster-response/ 

Dear Fellow Lay Servant, 

I pray this letter finds you all in good mental and physical health. As many of you know this weekend Bishop Holston suspended all church 
services unit the end of April due to the growing concerns over COVID-19. Though he hasn’t made any plans for the month of May I have  
decided to cancel the May LSM academy. 

Since the first cases of COVID-19 began to show up in South Carolina I listen to the CDC, WHO, and local leaders in order to make an 
informed decision based on facts and not fear that would be in the best interest for all lay servants. As your district director I feel that canceling 
at this point in time is the responsible thing to do at this moment in time. 

It is my intention to reschedule the academy in late summer or early fall. If you have already sent in your registration it will be held and 
used to pay your registration. As soon as it is deemed safe for people to gather, I will notify everyone. In the meantime take care of yourself 
and each other. 

Yours in Christ, 
      Gwendolyn Brown 

mailto:mbrodie@umcsc.org
https://www.umcsc.org/disaster-response/


Community Hunger Ministry Team 
 

At this time, all meetings have been postponed and will resume soon!  
 

If you know of anyone who is need of food assistance, please contact David Bryant   
at bryant5329@att.net or call 864-380-9193. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Walk to Jerusalem 
The Walk to Jerusalem has been going very well. The goal is to reach Jerusalem in time for Palm Sunday and we are on track to make that 
goal. You can check the progress on the big map in the narthex. We have been getting reports that participants are feeling healthier, more 
connected to others and are encouraged to change their habits toward a healthier lifestyle. One walker says she uses her exercise time to 
pray for others and for the challenges facing the church.  

Food Drive for PERC 
CHMT’s food drive in March resulted in... (insert drum roll here)...  
1000 lbs. of food = $3000 worth at PERCs retail purchasing ability  

=300 families for 1 month/family at PERC’s average client family size!!!  
ALSO, $312 was given toward PERC. Thank you for giving!  

 
The Powdersville Garden Club’s annual Plant Sale has been cancelled at this time.   

Bethesda Walking Track  
 

The Bethesda walking track is available for all, especially for those who need a safe place to walk. The map outside the kitchen door shows 
the routes for a flat one mile path and another route if you want the challenge of hills. Spring is a great time to get out and enjoy the fresh air 

and sunshine. Be sure to bring water and your cell phone. Do not walk during high church traffic times.  

Pastor King was our district superintendent's first choice for            
Bethesda. Pastor King's wife, Chris, is an elementary school assistant 

principal and will be looking for work in our area. 

Here is a list of important events happening during this transition: 

 April 26th - The SPRC will meet with Pastor King for the first time. 
 

 June 21st - This will be Pastor Dan's last Sunday preaching at 

Bethesda. We will have a church-wide luncheon after the traditional 
service to say farewell and express our love, thanks and well         
wishes to Dan & Rene'. The United Methodist Men are providing 
the meats and the United Methodist Women are providing the sides 
and desserts. 

 

 June 28th - Pastor King's first Sunday preaching at Bethesda. 
 
 July 12th - Welcome Reception for Pastor King and his family during the Sunday School hour. Please bring breakfast finger foods to 

share. 

mailto:bryant5329@att.net


1– Bobbie Moore, Kirsty Enloe  

2– Stephen Turner 

3– Betty Terry 

4– Matthew West 

5– Dick Bales 

6– Braydon Enloe 

7– Tom Ford  

9– David Balentine, Jackson Sanders 

10– Sally Callaham 

11– Katie Perry, Crystal Boyl 

13– Paula Raymond 

14– Michelle Martin 

15– Jacob Scott, Jamie King 

16– Kim Davis 

17– Mary Mixon 

18– Leslie Martin 

19– Bradley Gantt, Grayson Sudbeck 

20– Robert Creel, Tommy Farmer, Willie Garrett, Jennifer  

       Ream, Anna Louise Bloomer, Callie Enloe, Molly  

       Tompkins, Anne Dibala 

21– Bonnie Spencer 

22– Sue Riddle 

23– Joyce Carruthers, Mack Burdett, Linda W. Thompson,  

       Riley Perry, Amanda McCreery 

25– Olivia Kline Harris 

26– John De Jong, Ken Raines, Ken Jackson, Bill Krinke,  

      Sunday Davis  

27– Carolyn Tomlins, McKenna Davis 

28– Linda Lewis 

30– Sheila Lawrence, Paige Hughes 

Prayer Requests 
Members: Jim Carroll, Barbara Cooke, Anne Dibala, Kathy Farrenkopf, Luther Hunt,  Jean James, Jimmy McGarity, Simon Miller, Richard 
Nix, Susan Phillips, Mary Helen Ragland, Rachel Shupe,  Margaret Springfield, Carolyn Tomlins, Marilyn Wolf, Unspoken 
 
Extended Family and Friends of Bethesda Members: Arielle(family friend of Jan Bryant), Gladys Ausburn(Willie Garrett's sister), Bill 
Barnes(Jake Barnes’ father), Austin Calhoun(Randy & Charlotte Calhoun’s grandson), Gary Cook(Dennis Cook's brother), Libby Dodson
(Dawn Powell’s mother), Stephanie Durham(Rita Scott’s sister), June Fowler,  Jennifer Gregory(Jenni Mason's co-worker), Diane Hogan(Toni 
Hogan’s mother), CR Horton(Ma Jean’s brother), Barbara Hudson(Jonathan Powell's grandmother), Kathy(Linda Lewis's family), Gloria Kou-
volo(Leslie Martin’s mother), Roger Jaudon(Vera Stanfield & Jayne Ferrer’s brother), John Katter(Barb Cohee’s son), Kim King(Lisa Seffrin’s 
friend), Nancy LaGrasse(Apryll Smith's aunt), Elaine Lane(Judy Caldwell’s sister), Brody Little(Penny Wesley's great-nephew), Mary Manley
(Gary Manley’s mother), Patty Mason(Jenni Mason's mother), Emory McDole(Marie Mitchell's cousin), Larry Murphey (Courtney Barnes’ step-
father), Chris Nicholson(Ann Nicholson's son), Darlene Norton, Nicole Rault(friend of Charla Bloomer), Mike Sheets(Jerry McNeill’s brother-in-
law), Caroline Shelton(Cy & Lou Rogers' granddaughter), Larry Smith(Barb Cohee’s brother), Margo Strong(wife of Rev. Kim Strong), Sawyer 
Summerlin(Keith & Valarie Hildebrand's grandson), Vicki Teasley(Sara Nicholson's mother), Madelynn Todd(Dick & Trudy Bales’ granddaugh-
ter), Sheila Tubbs(Vera Stanfield’s friend), David Wesley(Penny’s brother), John Yonts(Jenni Mason’s friend) 
 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns Members: Sandra Andersen, Iva Jo Elrod, Jon Robert Elrod, Marie Elrod, Russ Elrod, Johnny Enloe, Ed Faulk-
ner, Margey Gross, John Harrison, Sandra Hinton, Ken Jackson, Jenny Kingman, Randall Kingman, Richard Kingman, Gary Manley, Bobbie 
Moore, Ron Nicholson, Lee Raines, Sam Raines, Doris Tucker, Connie Turman 
 
Extended Family and Friends of Bethesda Members: Judy Brabham(Woody Brabham), Michael Carlisle(Jan Bryant), Sydney Clark(Marie 
Mitchell), Curtis Evans(Danny Evans), Roger Grant(John Hendrix), Christy Henson(Marie Mitchell), James Peach(Jackie Goforth), Mattie 
Spiegel(Woody Brabham)    
 
Our Nation, Our President, and Our Military; Friends & Family in harm’s way: Jessica Davis serving in Kenya Africa 
  
The Prayer Request ministry is a vital part of our Bethesda family.  If you would like to add or update a prayer request, please email Charla 
Bloomer at charlab@bethesdaumc.org or call the church office.  Prayer requests run for 6 weeks, but we are happy to continue them with 
given notice.  

Happy Birthday 

mailto:charlab@bethesdaumc.org


 
 

 

April 5, 2020 - Palm Sunday  
 
Scripture: Matthew 21:1-11 
Sermon: Ahead of You 
Topic:  Christ directs us to move forward in hope.  
 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, 
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go 
into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey 
tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone 
says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will 
send them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, 
your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 6 The disciples went and did as Jesus 
had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt, and put 
their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and 
spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and 
that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 10 When he entered Jerusalem, the 
whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds were 
saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”  
 

Sundays in April : Worship with us on Facebook Live at 10:30am 

April 12, 2020 - Easter Sunday 
 
Scripture: Matthew 28:1-10 
Sermon: Suddenly 
Topic:  The Easter story reveals the great and potent energy of 
God.   
 
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And sud-
denly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, de-
scending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as 
snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 
men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know 
that you are  looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; 
for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where 
he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised 
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; 
there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left 
the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disci-
ples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they 
came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then 
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go 
to Galilee; there they will see me.”  

 

April 19, 2020 - Second Sunday of Easter 
 

Scripture: Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
Sermon: Deeds of Power 
Topic:  Jesus Christ works deeds of power for us and others.  
 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known 
to you, and listen to what I say.  
 
22 “You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Naza-
reth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, 
and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves 
know— 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan 
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of 
those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, having freed him 
from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its pow-
er. 25 For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before 
me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 26 therefore 
my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will 
live in hope. 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your 
Holy One experience corruption. 28 You have made known to me the 
ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor Da-
vid that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this 
day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an 
oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his 
throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Mes-
siah,[f] saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh 
experience corruption.’ 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of 
us are witnesses. 

April 26, 2020 - Third Sunday of Easter  
 
Scripture: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
Sermon: Ready to Be Revealed 
Topic:  Do we have a faith that is ready?  
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his 
great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into 
an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept 
in heaven for you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God 
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have 
had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your 
faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is 
tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not 
seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and 
glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A14%2CActs+2%3A22-32&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26970f


How many hidden items can you find? 
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A big “Thank You” to everyone who participated in our recent blood drive. We collected 31 units, which was over our goal!  

Corona Virus Reminder  
The CDC continues to recommend that we follow basic precautions to prevent the spread of any viral illness: 
 
 ~ If you feel ill, stay home. 
 ~ If you cough or sneeze, use a tissue or cough into the inside of your elbow. 
 ~ Keep your distance from others in public places. Avoid handshakes and hugs. Instead, do elbow bumps, “air hugs”, or hug them  
    with a smile. 
 ~ Sanitizer is in short supply, but plain soap and water for handwashing is still the most effective. Use  plenty of soap, warm water  
                 and wash thoroughly for 20 seconds (sing happy birthday to yourself twice). Turn off faucet with a paper towel and use a towel or  
                 tissue to open the restroom door. 

Dear Bethesda United Methodist Children, 

Thank you for your kindness. You have shown me God’s love.  Thanks for all the beautiful cards. It was so sweet of you. I love you very much. 

Thank you for remembering me. Take care and stay sweet. “God is love. Whoever lives in love, lives in God, and God in him.” 1 John 4:16 

Love and prayers,  

Ann Nicholson 


