
 

9:00am CONNECTION SERVICE is an informal service which in-

cludes a Bible-based message. The casual atmosphere and con-

temporary praise and worship music will broaden your definition 

of worship. 
 
10:00am SUNDAY SCHOOL classes are available for all ages. 

Deepen your relationship with Christ and influence in the world 

by knowing Scripture and giving it authority in your life.  

11:00am TRADITIONAL SERVICE includes choir anthems, hymns, 

and a traditional sermon. 

**At this time all church gatherings are                  

temporarily cancelled. ** 

May 2020 

The Mission of Bethesda United             

Methodist Church 

By God’s grace, to make disciples of        

Jesus Christ through a loving community 

of faith and service. 

Love. Love. Listen. Serve. 

Visit our website 

www.bethesdaumc.org 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Worship Services  

 As we continue our practice of social distancing,                     

our Sunday morning services will be streaming live                    

through Facebook at 10:30am.  
 

Please join us!  

You do not need a Facebook account to watch.  Go to 

https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaumcpowdersville/            

and wait for the live stream to start.   

 
If you are unable to watch at that time, please visit our website. 

Past sermons may be accessed through the worship area.  

https://bethesdaumc.org/worship/  

 

 

http://bethesdaumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaumcpowdersville/
https://www.instagram.com/bethesda.umc/
https://bethesdaumc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f0ecf30b4cfd2c06bede768e&id=d93b21433a&e=6e3ba59a26
https://bethesdaumc.org/worship/


My mother had a friend who was a part-time photographer for the Greenville Piedmont newspaper.  Her name was Charlie,  
and even in Marietta, she seemed to fit the bill of the roving news photographer.  I remember seeing her at many different  
community functions looking very official with her camera always ready to record the moment for posterity or at least for the 
loyal readers of the Piedmont.  
 
One bright summer day when my brother, Don, and I were about six years old, mother called us in from playing in the yard  
and explained that we were going to get our pictures taken.  As twins in a small town, we were used to participating in more 
than our fair share of plays, parades and  photographs, but this sounded like something new and different.  
 
After being bathed and dressed in some of our nicer school clothes, we were shuttled over to Charlie’s where she had all of her camera and 
lighting equipment set up in the kitchen of her house.  She and my mother knew exactly what the scene would be for the picture, but Don and I 
were left to guess. 
 
We watched as Charlie carefully tied a big white frilly apron on my mother and handed her a large mixing bowl filled with dough.  Charlie then 
went to the refrigerator and brought out a big jar that contained a large dead frog.  I wondered if all sophisticated photographers for the  
Piedmont kept giant dead frogs in jars in their refrigerator. Instead of being alarmed, mother smiled as Charlie removed the frog from the jar 
and handed it to my brother.  It’s limp legs hung down almost to my brother’s elbows, but Don seemed not to mind as Charlie positioned  
everything for the picture.  
 
I remember wondering why my brother was the lucky one who got to hold the dead frog.  Feeling more than a little jealous, I started to whine 
when a box was carried in from the back porch, and Charlie told me my job would be to hold the creature in the box. 
 
The creature turned out to be nothing more than a box turtle which for me was something of a disappointment.  But unlike the giant frog, the 
turtle was at least alive.  Charlie must have thought a live turtle would be much more easily controlled than a live giant frog.   
 
The kitchen scene was carefully set.  Mother stood at the counter with a large mixing bowl full of some sort of dough.  While holding a large 
wooden spoon, she pretended to be in the process of getting ready to bake something.  With one hand on the bowl and the other one on the 
spoon, she was carefully coached to produce just the right expression of terror and dismay as her two darling twin boys presented her with frog 
and turtle.  I guess the fact that the frog was dead did not make that much difference, since in a black and white photograph no one could   
really tell.  It probably didn’t make that much difference as well because even a dead giant frog would not have been welcomed in a modern 
1963 kitchen.  
 
Charlie must have staged it nicely or else the local news was running a little short the next day, because the very next edition of the Piedmont 
ran a large copy of our picture on the front page.  Don and I thought that it was rather neat, but we didn’t understand when people started 
questioning us about the perceived prank.  Good meaning townspeople would come to us with big smiles and say things like “Where did you 
find such a big frog?” or “What did your mother do with that frog and that turtle?” or “I bet your mother wasn’t happy about having those things 
in her kitchen.” 
 
I wanted to say that the frog and turtle were never in my mother’s kitchen and when we were finished with the picture, Charlie put the frog back 
in her refrigerator. Luckily no one really expected an answer.  I remember being amazed at the number of people who thought the prank was 
real. 
 
My mother never wore a big white frilly apron.  I don’t think she even owned one.  She never stood around in the kitchen with a large mixing 
bowl and a large wooden spoon either.  More importantly, even though we may have played with frogs and turtles outside, we certainly knew 
better than to bring them into mother's kitchen! 
 
I'm so glad that God loves us even when we are not being our true selves.  God loves us even when we have to force ourselves to hide our 
weakness and express only faith and hope.  God cherishes us when all we can do is to put on the show of courage and trust.  In the moments 
when doubt leads to fear and we lose sight of our destination, God admires us for trying.  God loves us even when others see through us,  
because God always sees through us. 
 
Thank you, Lord, for taking our show of faith and courage and making it real.   

 
God Bless, 

Dan   



 
April felt like a long month. I hope everyone is enjoying the quarantine time and not getting too stir crazy. During the month of 
May, we will continue meeting on Zoom on Wednesday nights at 7pm, and we will continue to have Sunday School Sunday  
mornings on Zoom. This is a great way to visually connect with each other and have some fun.  
 
Thankfully, I feel like as summer approaches, we will be able to return to some form of normal. The current goal for Confirmation 
is to have 2 classes, our picnic, and Confirmation Sunday sometime over the summer. I will be in contact with more information as 
we get further into May.  
 
I also still plan on honoring our graduates. If your youth is graduating from college or high school, I need their name, any awards, 
clubs, or teams they participated in, where they plan to go to college and their degree along with five or so pictures. Please send 
that information to me as soon as possible.  
 
Lastly, for the big news. Currently, we are still planning on having our Summer Retreat. The official dates are July 22-26. We are 
staying at Aldersgate UMC in GA. This is a great church with great facilities and a great location. The current plan is to do          
something service related on Thursday and spend Friday and Saturday relaxing and enjoying the area including going to the 
beach. The cost will be $50 a kid; if you have two kids it will be $80 total. Due to the financial insecurity of the times, if cost is an 
issue, please let me know and we can work something out. I will need to get a headcount by the end of May. I will also need      
several chaperones to come with us. We will try and meet early June to go over planning for the trip. If you want to help, or if you 
child plans on attending, please let me know. There will be daily Bible study sessions as well. Girls will stay on one floor and guys 
will stay on another floor in Sunday School classrooms. They have a four-stall shower trailer there for clean and private shower 
facilities, a gym, rec field, and a kitchen where we can store and prepare our own meals. I know the youth will be excited to get 
together. These dates fall perfectly in the old Salkehatchie dates. It’s my goal that every student gets to make the trip and we have 
a great time bonding and catching up after a spring of canceled events and social isolation. If you have any further questions, 
please let me know. More info will be going out in the weekly youth emails as I get more things set in stone.  
 
We also are planning, that coming in June, we will be kicking off our open youth rooms again. This will be a great time to get out 
of the house and reconnect with everyone while providing a safe place to hangout over the summer. If anyone has any questions 
about anything, please feel free to let me know. My door is always open.  

 

Seth Wright, Director of Youth Ministries 
(864) 624-2175 / sethwright@bethesdaumc.org 

Congratulations to  

Nathan Coxson, son of Darrin & Toni Coxson,                                      

Powdersville High School Valedictorian  

and  

Reagan Hiller, daughter of Keith & Erin Hiller,                                     

Powdersville High School Salutatorian.  

We are so proud of these amazing young people!!  

https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaumcyouth/


The United Methodist Women invite all the ladies of the church to join a circle! The purpose of the UMW is to help  women    
develop spiritually, to experience supportive fellowship with other women and to engage in mission to women, 
children and youth around the world. We look forward  to seeing YOU soon! *Both circles meet in the parlor. 
**Meetings will resume soon!  
 
The Susanna Wesley Circle meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 10am.  
The Mary-Martha Evening Circle meets on the third Monday of each month at 7pm.  

Happy May Bethesda! 
 
As we begin our summer in a very different way than any of us remember, what a great time to come closer to our family and 
come closer in our faith with God.  This past month was a trying time for all of us.  I found myself having great days, good days, 
and some really tiresome days.  There is a lot of uncertainty still, but the one thing we can all trust for certain is God’s faith in 
us.  On those days where things are tough and boring and tiresome, take the time to feel God’s presence, to feel His love         
embracing you, and to feel His comforting hand lifting you up.  I love my Bethesda family, and cannot wait to be able to see       
everyone very, very soon!  I continue to pray for you and your family and our church. God Bless you all! 
 
Children’s Moment 
I have begun a children’s moment each Sunday morning while we have to be apart.  Please be sure to tune in each Sunday at 
10:30 am to see fun Bible stories and the occasional experiment. 
 
Children’s Choir and God’s Knights 
We are excited to be able to visit with each other each Sunday evening via Zoom!  We 
would love for you to join!  If you are interested in joining in the fun and conversation, 
please email Courtney to be added to the Zoom meeting email list. 
Children’s Choir begins at 5:30 pm 
God’s Knights begins at 6:00 pm 

 
 May God’s blessings be you and your family! 

Courtney Barnes, Director of Children’s Ministries 
courtneybarnes@bethesdaumc.org 

The United Methodist Men meet the first Monday of the month at 7pm in the dining hall of the Family Life Center 
(FLC). Join us for  dinner, devotion & fellowship!  All men are invited!   

Meetings will resume soon!  

Asbury Hills Summer Camp 
Registration for Asbury Hills is now open!  Elementary camps are  available for rising 2nd-5th graders and Junior camps are for rising  

6th-8th graders.  There are several dates and camps to choose from.  Be on the lookout for brochures located in the Narthex for specific camp 
information. **Bethesda UMC has received a loving  donation for children who would like to attend.** 

https://asburyhills.org 



For those of you that may not have a member directory, here is the link to the mobile directory. http://
mobiledirectory.lifetouch.com/206720/bethesda-united-methodist-church, the Access Code is: BUM19. The directory can also be 

accessed through our website http://bethesdaumc.org. The password is: BUMC2016. 

The Irene Cely Sunday School Class streams live every Sunday morning at 9:45am on their Facebook page,  
https://www.facebook.com/teacherBUMC/. Contact Peggy Dulaney at pdulaney@bellsouth.net if you have any questions.  

G.I.G. Ladies Bible Study is meeting via Zoom.  
If you would like more information, please contact Monica Romano at 864-630-6677. 

Walk to Jerusalem  
It has been an amazing journey with all of you. The final week’s total was 718 miles walked. That makes a grand total of 7,363 

miles! I hope that all of you enjoyed the experience and felt some physical and spiritual benefits from the “journey.” 
Thank you to all who participated!  

Peggy Dulaney 

Annual Epworth Mother’s Day Offering 
TRANSFORM A CHILD’S FUTURE. Since 1896, Epworth Children’s Home has been providing care to children in our own            
communities who have experienced abuse, neglect, and loss. Epworth’s care breaks 
the destructive cycle and encourages children to aim higher in life. The physical,            
emotional, academic, and spiritual care they receive transforms their lives. On Sunday, 
May 10th, our congregation will support Epworth by collecting the Annual Epworth  
Mother’s Day Offering. We invite you to give generously to the children who call               
Epworth home. Epworth does not receive apportionments from the United Methodist 
Conference. This offering is our opportunity to support this vital ministry. For more          
information, please visit Epworth online at www.epworthchildrenshome.org. *To receive 
credit through our church, make your check payable to BUMC and include “Epworth” in 
the memo line. You may also give online under the “Missions” tab, be sure to include 
“Epworth” in the memo. 

SC ERT Disaster Relief Response 

The SC ERT teams worked to clear debris caused by the tornadoes that came through the Seneca area. They had an average of 
50 volunteers daily and have had a crew from Tennessee join them with some much needed help. Stephen Turner and his team 

were one of the volunteer teams. Please continue to pray for the 
families whom this devastation has affected. Donations are very 

helpful to replenish supplies, fuel and equipment. You can donate 
at: http://umcmission.org/umcor. You can also donate through our 
church’s giving, online or check. Be sure to include SC ERT in the 

memo. To read the article about SC ERT's response on the SC 
UMC's website, visit: https://www.umcsc.org/umc-volunteers-take-

action-to-help-tornado-survivors/. 

Oconee County Salvation Army  
 The Oconee County Salvation Army is taking items to help the Seneca Community affected by the recent tornadoes. Matt Turner, 

the pastor at Ann Hope UMC in Utica Mill Village, Seneca. mentioned if anyone is cleaning out closets or sprucing up during 
COVID-19 and would like to donate, the Oconee County Salvation Army is the best way to get items into the community. They are 

feeding the community at Ann Hope and giving store vouchers so folks can get what they need. 

https://bethesdaumc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f0ecf30b4cfd2c06bede768e&id=83b6af58a7&e=6e3ba59a26
https://bethesdaumc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f0ecf30b4cfd2c06bede768e&id=83b6af58a7&e=6e3ba59a26
https://bethesdaumc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f0ecf30b4cfd2c06bede768e&id=2ab1621b6d&e=6e3ba59a26
https://bethesdaumc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f0ecf30b4cfd2c06bede768e&id=302dedf8a9&e=6e3ba59a26
mailto:pdulaney@bellsouth.net
https://bethesdaumc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f0ecf30b4cfd2c06bede768e&id=6f15062a9a&e=6e3ba59a26
https://bethesdaumc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f0ecf30b4cfd2c06bede768e&id=3a7876b853&e=6e3ba59a26
https://bethesdaumc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f0ecf30b4cfd2c06bede768e&id=3a7876b853&e=6e3ba59a26


 

Creation Care 
 

Have you thought about ways you can repurpose old clothing?   
We can incorporate this into our Recycle Reuse precept.  Here are some easy and fun ideas to  

repurpose your old clothing.  No sewing skills required.   
1) Use old t-shirts to create colorful produce bags.  2) Make cute posies for your hair or to decorate with.   

2) 3) Use colorful t-shirts to make pom-poms.   
 

For more information about these ideas,  
check out this website https://www.trendsandideas.com/40-mindblowing-ways-to-repurpose-old-clothing/   

Gather your children, friends & family for a Recycle Reuse party.  Get creative and have some fun saving our planet.   
**While we are social distancing, you could use Zoom, Facetime, or Skye to have a virtual Recycle Reuse party.  

Memorials   

In Memory of Mary McNeill 

Mrs. Susan Smith 

 

Congregational sympathy is expressed to the following families  
 

Ernie and Joanne Dales upon the loss of Joanne’s father.  
David and Lucia Balentine upon the loss of David’s brother, Phillip Balentine. 

Dick and Trudy Bales upon the loss of Dick’s brother, Gary Bales.  
Jenni Mason upon the loss of her friend, Jennifer Gregory. 

Noel and Floree Pettit upon the loss of Floree’s sister, Sara Stevens. 

Blood Drive Update 
 

The blood drive originally scheduled for Wed., April 29 has been postponed. It will hopefully be rescheduled for some time in June. 
Any blood donors who gave at our last drive and who wish to continue donating can still call for an appointment at the  

Blood Connection in Easley after April 29, which will be your next eligible donation date. The Blood Connection assures me that 
they are practicing all precautions and that donating blood is an approved reason to be out. 

Community Hunger Ministries Team  
Last month’s PERC food drive was a GREAT success! Special thanks to Erin Hiller and the Enloe’s (Josh & Kirstie) for their            
efforts! We would like to thank the United Methodist Women, as well as a significant contribution from a private donor, for               
sponsoring the initiation of this extra meal for the children of Eagle Trace Apartments.  
 
The CHMT continues to support our food & hunger ministry efforts through “no touch”, one to one, or small group with social          
distancing. May activities will include: 
 
DATE  ACTIVITY (Contact/Coordinator) 
TBD:  ASD1 Weekend Meal Bags for homeless children (Ashlyn Smith) 
May 2nd: PERC - Publix Food Sharing Drop pick up and delivery (David Bryant) 
May 4th: Eagle Trace Monday Ministry Hot Dog Plates (Jan or David Bryant) 
May 5th: PERC - USDA pick up from Harvest Hope (David Bryant) 
May 18th: Eagle Trace Monday Ministry Pizza Plates (Erin Hiller) 

SC Primary Election  
The SC Primary Election is scheduled for June 9th. Absentee ballots are now available. In order to vote by absentee ballot, a    
viable reason has to be given, such as being over 60. (They have yet to state if social distancing for the Covid-19 virus will be a 
reason.) 
 
It is a 3 step process to vote absentee and can take several weeks. 
1. You must request an application for the ballot by calling the Election Commission Office in Anderson (864-260-4035). They will 

have all registered voters in the computer.  You must make the call yourself.  No one can request this for you.   
2. Once you receive the application in the mail, complete the application and return it to the Election Commission Office  
     (PO Box 8002, Anderson, SC 29622).  
3. The ballot will then be mailed to you. Once you receive the ballot, complete it and mail it back.     

https://www.trendsandideas.com/40-mindblowing-ways-to-repurpose-old-clothing/


Mental Health Month 
May is Mental Health Month. The stress of dealing with the pandemic has impacted all of us, but there are many small, simple 

things we can do to take care of our own mental health. The Health  Committee encourages you to print and post this calendar as 
a reminder to practice good mental health habits.  

Gratitude  
Practicing gratitude is another great way to combat mental stress.  

Consider starting a “Thanks-Living Jar or Box.”  
 

Each day, write one thing you are thankful for on a slip of paper and put it in your box or jar.  
When you put the new slip in, also take a look at a previous entry.  

As your jar or box fills up, you will be reminded daily  of your blessings.  
Looking for something new each day for which to be thankful will also keep you focused on the positives.  

 
“O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!” Psalm 118:1  



Food Drive for PERC 

PERC Food Drive- As many of you have already heard, our food drive was very successful! Thank you to everyone who donated! 

Since they will continue to need more for their food pick-up next week, the donation box will remain outside the gym door of the 

FLC through the weekend. If anyone would like to donate but cannot drive to Bethesda, contact Erin Hiller at 864-380-0299  

and she will coordinate porch pick ups. 

 

Here is the list of the items needed: 

Canned meat: Spam, Chicken, Salmon, etc 

Canned spaghetti sauce 

Spaghetti noodles 

Canned beans: pinto, great northern, black, black eyed 

peas, etc 

Mac & Cheese 

Rice  

Pastor King was our district superintendent's first choice for            
Bethesda. Pastor King's wife, Chris, is an elementary school assistant 

principal and will be looking for work in our area. 

Here is a list of important events happening during this transition: 

 April 30th - The SPRC will meet with Pastor King for the first time. 
 
 June 21st - This will be Pastor Dan's last Sunday preaching at 

Bethesda. We will have a church-wide luncheon after the        
traditional service to say farewell and express our love, thanks 
and well wishes to Dan & Rene'. The United Methodist Men are 
providing the meats and the United Methodist Women are        
providing the sides and desserts. 

 
 June 28th - Pastor King's first Sunday preaching at Bethesda. 
 
 July 12th - Welcome Reception for Pastor King and his family during the Sunday School hour. Please bring breakfast finger foods to 

share. 

Hand Sanitizer 

David Raad said that if any member of Bethesda would like 4 ounces of his hand sanitizer, they can come by his distillery, Six and 

Twenty, right off highway 153 in Powdersville and get some.  Each person is asked to bring their own container.  His sanitizer is 

more liquid than the store bought type but can be added to containers of already purchased hand sanitizer.  His does not contain 

the aloe gel but will mix with the existing gel.   

Face Masks 

As many of you have read and seen on the news, the CDC has new recommendations about face masks. Face masks are not a 

substitution for social distancing, but can add another form of protection. Liz Lowery has offered to make face masks for anyone 

who would like them, her number is (864) 373-1689. She says to leave a message if she doesn't answer. I am also including a link 

to a blogger's site that shows you how to make your own, using a no-sew technique. See it here: https://

myhaymac.com/2020/04/01/easy-and-fast-no-sew-face-mask/ The CDC link has tutorials as well, but I figured options would be 

nice:). Here is the link to the CDC website that addresses the use of face masks. This is an excellent resource.  https://

www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html  

https://bethesdaumc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f0ecf30b4cfd2c06bede768e&id=f90e3efe05&e=6e3ba59a26
https://bethesdaumc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f0ecf30b4cfd2c06bede768e&id=f90e3efe05&e=6e3ba59a26
https://bethesdaumc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f0ecf30b4cfd2c06bede768e&id=65c1fb1f2c&e=6e3ba59a26
https://bethesdaumc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f0ecf30b4cfd2c06bede768e&id=65c1fb1f2c&e=6e3ba59a26


May Birthdays 

1– Ed Faulkner, Richard Nix, Emma Love  

2– Ann Dibala 

3– Luke Turner 

4– Emily Moore, Tucker Hudson 

5– Phillip Davis 

6– Michelle Coleman, Reid Gentry, Paul Hendrix 

7– Heather Fain, Andy Walls, Jos O’Dell, Taylor Dierks 

8– Mary Helen Ragland, Joel Perry III, Hadleigh Barnes 

9– Jennifer Lucas 

11– Kathleen Farrenkopf, John Harrison 

12– Margey Gross, Joan Nisbet, Addie Perry 

16- Carol Smith 

19– Becky Mann, Mark Cole 

20– Dan Simpson 

21– Laura McAlister 

23– Carol Miller, Cindy Farmer, Jonathan Powell 

24– Laura Norman, Tim McKinney, Andy Waldrop,  

       John Waldrop, Zach Waldrop 

25– Ryan Wilson 

26– Luke Lockaby, Curtis Bollinger 

27– Sylvia Howard, Julie McKinney, Konnor Wacenske 

28– Jake Barnes, William Manley 

29– Alva Jane James, George Goforth 

30– Ella Sudbeck 

31- Beth Trouten 

Prayer Requests 
Members: David Balentine, Barbara Cooke, Anne Dibala, Kathy Farrenkopf, Luther Hunt,  Jean James, Jimmy McGarity, Simon Miller,          
Richard Nix, Tony Owens Sr, Susan Phillips, Mary Helen Ragland, Rachel Shupe,  Margaret Springfield, Carolyn Tomlins, Jim Vardy, Marilyn 
Wolf, Unspoken 

Extended Family and Friends of Bethesda Members: Arielle(family friend of Jan Bryant), Gladys Ausburn(Willie Garrett's sister), Bill 

Barnes(Jake Barnes’ father), Gary Cook(Dennis Cook's brother), Libby Dodson(Dawn Powell’s mother), Stephanie Durham(Rita Scott’s        

sister), Diane Hogan(Toni Hogan’s mother), CR Horton(Ma Jean’s brother), Barbara Hudson(Jonathan Powell's grandmother), Kathy(Linda 

Lewis's family), Gloria Kouvolo(Leslie Martin’s mother), Roger & Dorothy Jaudon(Vera Stanfield & Jayne Ferrer’s brother), John Katter(Barb 

Cohee’s son), Kim King(Lisa Seffrin’s friend), Nancy LaGrasse(Apryll Smith's aunt), Elaine Lane(Judy Caldwell’s sister), Brody Little(Penny 

Wesley's great-nephew), Mary Manley(Gary Manley’s mother), Patty Mason(Jenni Mason's mother), Deena McCollum(friend of David & Jan 

Bryant), Larry Murphey (Courtney Barnes’ stepfather), Chris Nicholson(Ann Nicholson's son), Darlene Norton, Nicole Rault(friend of Charla 

Bloomer), Mike Sheets(Jerry McNeill’s   brother-in-law), Caroline Shelton(Cy & Lou Rogers' granddaughter), Larry Smith(Barb Cohee’s         

brother), Smokey Smith(Pastor Dan's family), Margo Strong(wife of Rev. Kim Strong), Sawyer Summerlin(Keith & Valarie Hildebrand's grand-

son), Vicki Teasley(Sara Nicholson's mother), David Wesley(Penny’s brother) 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns Members: Sandra Andersen, Iva Jo Elrod, Jon Robert Elrod, Marie Elrod, Russ Elrod, Johnny Enloe, Ed        
Faulkner, Margey Gross, John Harrison, Sandra Hinton, Ken Jackson, Jenny Kingman, Randall Kingman, Richard Kingman, Gary Manley, 
Bobbie Moore, Ron Nicholson, Lee Raines, Sam Raines, Doris Tucker, Connie Turman 

 Extended Family and Friends of Bethesda Members: Judy Brabham(Woody Brabham), Michael Carlisle(Jan Bryant), Sydney Clark(Marie 
Mitchell), Curtis Evans(Danny Evans), Roger Grant(John Hendrix), Christy Henson(Marie Mitchell), James Peach(Jackie Goforth), Mattie 
Spiegel(Woody Brabham),  Madelynn Todd(Dick & Trudy Bales) 
 
Our Nation, Our President, and Our Military; Friends & Family in harm’s way: Jessica Davis serving in Kenya Africa 
  
The Prayer Request ministry is a vital part of our Bethesda family.  If you would like to add or update a prayer request, please email Charla 
Bloomer at charlab@bethesdaumc.org or call the church office.  Prayer requests run for 6 weeks, but we are happy to continue them with 
given notice.  

Happy Birthday 

Congratulations to Matt & Caroline Creel who were recently joined in marriage!  
Matt is the son of Joe & Robin Creel. 

mailto:charlab@bethesdaumc.org


 

 

 
May 3, 2020 - Fourth Sunday of Easter  

Scripture:  John 10:1-10 / Sermon:  The Voice of Strangers 
10 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by 
the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a 
stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not             
understand what he was saying to them. 7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before me are 
thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.  
10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

Worship with us on Facebook Live at 10:30am 

May 10, 2020 - Fifth Sunday of Easter - Mother’s Day 
Scripture:  1 Peter 2:2-10 / Sermon:  Grow 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 Come 
to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones, let yourselves be built[a] into a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a 
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him[b] will not be put to shame.” 7 To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those 
who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8 and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that 
makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s own people,[c] in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

May 17, 2020 - Sixth Sunday of Easter  
Scripture:  Acts 17:22-31 / Sermon:  The Imagination of Mortals 

22 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and 
looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as  
unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by 
human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 
 26 From one ancestor[a] he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where 
they would live, 27 so that they would search for God[b] and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In 
him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 29 Since we are God’s offspring, we 
ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the 
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in 
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

May 24, 2020 - Seventh Sunday of Easter - Ascension Sunday  
Scripture:  Acts 1:1-11 / Sermon:  Promises 

1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying[a] with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 
wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with[b] the 
Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to            
Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as 
they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

May 31, 2020 - Day of Pentecost 

Scripture:  Acts 2:1-21 / Sermon:  All Together in One Place 
2 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under 
heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native         
language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 
parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking 
about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are 
filled with new wine.” 14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be 
known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was        
spoken through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I 
will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky 
mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21 Then everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A2-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30387a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A2-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30388b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A2-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30391c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A22-31+&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27537a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A22-31+&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27538b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A1-11+&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26917a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A1-11+&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26918b


Stewardship Report Through April 26, 2020 

2020 Church Budget  $707, 907.59 

Budget Received Year-to-Date $194,557.38 

Percent Complete 27.5% 

Quarterly Financial Report to the Congregation 
Bethesda United Methodist Church 

April 15, 2020 
 
Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ! These are strange times, most certainly. As Dan mentioned on Sunday, our church has seen a lot 
since its founding in 1834: a civil war, two world wars, a great depression, and more. Yet, we are still here as a light in the Powdersville    
community.  
 
A few important updates for you to report on our church’s financial health: 
 Giving is down, as you might suspect. This will likely continue as church members experience job loss and financial uncertainty. 
 Our church entered this season in an incredibly strong financial position: we have cash reserves to weather uncertain times like these. 
 Upon encouragement from the SC Conference and our District Superintendent – and out of an abundance of caution, the Finance         

Committee and Board of Stewards approved applying for the federal Paycheck Protection Program to help ensure we can continue our 
strong cash position uninterrupted throughout this pandemic and recession.  

 
Just like in crises of the past, we will weather this storm. For those who are able, it is important to continue giving our tithes and offerings     
during this time. While programs are happening differently, our church needs our support to continue its ministries.  
 
If you have any questions about our church’s finances, I strongly encourage you to reach out to me or another member of our committee. 
While we will not bore you by distributing endless financial documents and spreadsheets, we do want to be as transparent as possible. It is 
important during this time not to make any assumptions and to follow the facts that are at hand – and to seek truth when there is uncertainty.  
 
Please continue to pray for our church’s leaders that they may guide us forward with the Spirit’s leading. May you and your family continue to 
be blessed in these challenging times, finding glimpses of God’s love even amidst the darkness.  
 
Grace and peace, 
Chris Manley, Finance Committee Chair  
 
Your 2020 Finance Committee: Rev. Dan Batson, Kevin Clarey, Barb Cohee, Josh Enloe, John Harrison, Keith Hiller, Perry Holcombe, 
Chris Manley, Tim McKinney, J.C. Neel, Paula Raymond, Bert Reed, Patti Seymore, and David Sudbeck  
 

Ways to Give 
During this time of social distancing, there are three easy ways to continue giving your tithes and offerings: Online Giving  •  BillPay via your 
Bank  •  Mail a Check. 
 
Online Giving can be accessed via our website at bethesdaumc.org – simply click on the online giving image, set-up your account, and you 
can give via debit from your checking account. You can also give via credit card, but if you can give via your checking account, that saves 
our church much needed funds from credit card fees. You may also click here to give.  
 
BillPay is offered by many banks for free. If you are unfamiliar with this, check with your bank to get this set-up. It makes sending a check as 
quick as logging onto your bank’s website and clicking a few buttons.  
 
Mailing a check is always a great option thanks to the postal service. Marie continues to check the mail to receive gifts via mail. 
 
 

If You Need Assistance 
Did you know our church has a Benevolent Endowment? This fund was set up many years ago to be a resource exclusively for church 
members who are going through hard times and need financial assistance. If you need assistance or know of a church member who needs 
assistance, please reach out to one of the committee members: Ashlyn Smith, Rev. Dan Batson, Bill Baker, Chris Manley, or Sue Riddle. 
 
In addition to this fund, our church has connections with many community resources. If you are experiencing a need of any kind, please 
reach out to Pastor Dan or the church office! Our church is filled with different resources and has connections well beyond our members. 
Your church family is here to support you: if you have a need, please don’t hesitate to reach out. Likewise, if you know of a church member 
with a need, please let the church know so we can reach out to them to help. 
 
Pastor Dan: danb@bethesdaumc.org or (864) 642-8740 
Church Office: mariem@bethesdaumc.org or (864) 269-1139 

Thank you for your continued joyful giving  
of your tithes and offerings! 

https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1583


BETHESDA UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 

516 PIEDMONT ROAD 

EASLEY, SC 29642-9376 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Dan Batson, Pastor 

Courtney Barnes, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Charla Bloomer, Communications & Office Assistant 

and Interim Youth Assistant 

Judy Grant, Choir Director 

 

Marie Mitchell, Administrative Secretary 

Brandon New, Connection Worship Leader 

Jean Raines, FLC Hostess 

Vera Stanfield, Organist 

Seth Wright, Director of Youth Ministries 

Church Office: 864-269-1139 

Internet Homepage: www.bethesdaumc.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday-Thursday 

9:00 AM-3:00 PM 
 

Upper Room Devotionals 
The May / June Upper Rooms are in the church office. The office is open Monday - Thursday from 9am - 3pm.  

If anyone would like to pick one up, please call the office and we will be happy to leave one in the drop box for you. 

Corona Virus Reminder  
The CDC continues to recommend that we follow basic precautions to prevent the spread of any viral illness: 
 
 ~ If you feel ill, stay home. 
 ~ If you cough or sneeze, use a tissue or cough into the inside of your elbow. 
 ~ Keep your distance from others in public places. Avoid handshakes and hugs. Instead, do elbow bumps, “air hugs”, or hug them  
    with a smile. 
 ~ Sanitizer is in short supply, but plain soap and water for handwashing is still the most effective. Use  plenty of soap, warm water  
                 and wash thoroughly for 20 seconds (sing happy birthday to yourself twice). Turn off faucet with a paper towel and use a towel or  
                 tissue to open the restroom door. 


